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Rep. Jasmine Crockett, (TX-30) D
Rep. Greg Casar, (TX-35) D

TEXAS

Rep. Abigail Spanberger, (VA-07)
D

VIRGINIA

Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez,
(WA-03) D

WASHINGTON

Rep. Derrick Van Orden, (WI-03) R
WISCONSIN
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Chairwoman
Debbie Stabenow

MICHIGAN

Mitch McConnell John HoevenMichael BennetAmy Klobuchar
MINNESOTA NOR TH  DAKOTACOLORADO KENTUCKY

Ranking Member
John Boozman

ARKANSAS

Joni Ernst
IOWA

Sherrod Brown
OHIO

Cindy Hyde-Smith Roger MarshallRichard DurbinTina Smith
MINNESOTA KANSASILLINOIS MISSISSIPPI

Tommy Tuberville
ALABAMA

Kirsten Gillibrand
NEW YORK

Mike Braun Charles GrassleyRaphael WarnockBen Ray Luján
NE W ME X ICO IOWAGEORGIA INDIANA

John Thune
SOUTH DAKOTA

Cory Booker
NEW JERSEY

Deb FischerJohn Fetterman
PENNSYLVANIA NEBRASKA

Peter Welch
VERMONT

Keep in 
contact with

your legislators
Capitol

switchboard
(202) 224-3121
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NATIONAL ORGANIC
STANDARDS BOARD
2023 MEETINGS

In early March 2023, all meeting materials, including Zoom information to join

the live meeting webcast, will be posted on the NOSB Spring 2023 Meeting.

Interested parties are encouraged to review the online meeting materials.

Posted content will include the meeting agenda, subcommittee proposals,

discussion documents and instructions on how to submit oral or written

comments.

SPRING MEETING: ATLANTA

Written Comments Due: 

April 5, 2023

Requests to Make Oral

Comments Due: April 5, 2023

Online Comment Webinars: April 18 & 20, 2023, Noon - 5:00 pm Eastern

In-Person Public Meeting: April 25 - 27, 2023, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm Eastern

For More information: https://www.ams.usda.gov/event/national-organic-

standards-board-nosb-meeting-atlanta-ga
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THE 2023 
FARM BILL
SHOULD
SUPPORT
OPPORTUNITIES
IN ORGANIC

WRITTEN BY
Allison Johnson, NRDC

F E A T U R E

As OFA members know well, organic producers build successful

businesses that steward healthy soil, ecosystems, and

communities, with significant public benefits. You protect the

health of our food and farming system and the people and

resources that make it work. Our public policies should reward

your efforts – and entice more to join the organic movement. The

U.S. needs to invest in comprehensive and easily accessible tools

that remove barriers for certified organic and transitioning

producers, and the 2023 Farm Bill is our next chance.
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OCTOBER 2022 
R: 22-10-A

R E P O R T

GROW ORGANIC: 
THE CLIMATE, HEALTH, AND ECONOMIC CASE
FOR EXPANDING ORGANIC AGRICULTURE

AUTHORS:
Kathleen Merrigan, Estève G. Giraud, Nadia El-Hage Scialabba, 

Lena Brook, Allison Johnson, NRDC

Sarah Aird, Californians for Pesticide Reform

Swette Center for Sustainable Food Systems at Arizona State University

Several existing federal programs support organic

agriculture, transition, and research. However, they

do not level the playing field for organic producers,

nor do they adequately or holistically meet needs.

Organic certification costs and processes remain a

barrier for many, and most producers have limited

access to organic-specific technical assistance or

mentorship – especially in regions with smaller

organic sectors. 

Many producers of color and beginning, smaller scale,

and limited resource farmers and ranchers also face

unique barriers that further limit flexibility to

transition to organic. This includes a lack of access to

regionally and culturally relevant technical

assistance, land access challenges, and thin fiscal

margins that make any risk – including exploring new

markets or testing new practices – difficult to bear.

Mistrust of USDA due to longstanding patterns of 

 discrimination exacerbates these challenges. 

In addition, as agriculture adapts to changing market

conditions and weather patterns, producers need

new and flexible resources to successfully transition

to and maintain organic farming and ranching

systems.

The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)’s

new report, published in partnership with the Swette

Center for Sustainable Food Systems at Arizona State

University and Californians for Pesticide Reform,

distills the latest scientific research on the wide-

reaching benefits of organic farming systems, and

offers insights from more than a dozen organic

farmers and ranchers around the country working at

every scale of organic. It also explains the pitfalls of

our current agricultural system and provides

concrete policy recommendations on how to

maximize the benefits of organic. 

Public policies that support expansion of organic

farming and ranching across America—including

substantial investments in the next Farm Bill—can

unlock this potential and deliver a critical triple win

for our climate future, the health of farmworkers and

consumers, and prosperity in farming communities.

W E  N E E D  C O M P R E H E N S I V E
S U P P O R T  F O R  O R G A N I C

A  F I R S T  S T E P :  
U S D A  O R G A N I C
T R A N S I T I O N  I N I T I A T I V E

Starting last summer, the U.S. Department of

Agriculture’s (USDA) $300 million Organic Transition

Initiative jump-started a new proactive approach.

The Initiative created a six-region Transition to

Organic Partnership Program (TOPP) that will fund a

wide range of activities and mentorship opportunities

that help producers successfully transition. The

Initiative will also make it easier for certified organic 

N E W  R E P O R T  A R G U E S
W H Y  P O L I C I E S  S H O U L D
H E L P  G R O W  O R G A N I C
F A R M I N G
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Organic farming workshops and field days

Farmer-to-Farmer mentoring connecting

transitioning farmers with farmer mentors

Creation of technical assistance resources for

farmers interested in organic production, organic

transition, and organic certification

Support for the organic workforce through

training and education

The USDA's Transition to Organic Partnership

Program (TOPP) is investing up to $100 million over

5 years to support organic transition.  Regional Lead

Organizations in 6 U.S. Regions. will partner with

other organizations in their region to provide

technical assistance and wrap-around support for

transitioning and existing organic farmers. 

TOPP can provide organizations with funding to

support:

Northwest

West/Southwest

Plains

Organic Transition Initiative (OTI)

Midwest

MidAtlantic/Northeast

Southeast

Transition to Organic Partnership Programs (TOPP) Regions

CA

OR

WA

NV

AK

ID

AZ

UT

MT

WY

NM

CO

HI

SD

ND

NE

TX

KS

OK

MN

IA

MO

AR

LA

WI

IL

MS

IN

AL

MI

KY

TN

GA

OH

WV

NC

SC

PA

VA

NY

PR

ME
VT

NH
MA

RI
CT
NJ
DE
MD
DC

Help producers overcome technical, cultural, and

financial shifts during and after organic certification

Promote diversity, equity, and inclusion in the

organic sector

Click on the map to
see TOPP partners
in your region.

and transitioning producers to access funding

through Farm Bill conservation programs.  It will also

provide resources for market development in under-

supported organic sectors, including grains and

processing. 

The USDA Organic Transition Initiative is building

new vital partnerships and strengthening

relationships between farmers, ranchers, and the

organizations and institutions they trust, to deliver

support across the country quickly and effectively. 

T H E  L O N G  G A M E :  F A R M
B I L L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R
O R G A N I C

We have a chance to make these types of

investments permanent in the 2023 Farm Bill, by

revamping the existing National Organic

Certification Cost-Share Program (which reimburses

a portion of certification costs) into a comprehensive

program that includes transition support and 

technical assistance. Such a redesigned program

should offer a suite of flexible, easy-to-access tools to

reduce barriers to organic agriculture and ensure no

farmer or rancher is left out of organic because they

can’t afford certification. 



Organic farmers and ranchers are uniquely powerful

as we enter Farm Bill season. You can help expand

opportunities in organic by building relationships

with your representatives and helping them

understand how an organic operation looks, feels,

smells, and feeds. Sharing your personal stories and

experiences – of your transition process, plans and

dreams for growing your operation, and challenges

that you hope the next generation won’t have to

overcome – can help your leaders understand how

impactful even small investments in organic can be.

Together, we can build on organic’s successful legacy,

and transition toward a world where organic offers

opportunities for everyone.

The National Organic Certification Cost-Share

Program needs three core components to succeed:

Cost-share payments that cover 100% of

certification costs, up to $1500 per scope.

USDA discretion to exceed that cap, to ensure

that certification costs are not a barrier to

certification for underserved producers and

regions.

O R G A N I C
C E R T I F I C A T I O N
C O S T - S H A R E
U P D A T E

Flexible funding for organizations to support

organic transition, particularly for smaller scale

producers, producers of color, and underserved

regions; these organizations may provide a wide

range of services, including culturally and

regionally relevant assistance with the

certification process and recordkeeping,

inspector training, and mentorship programs.

Flexible funding for producers to offset costs and

reduce barriers associated with the transition

process, ranging from learning new farming and

ranching techniques to business planning,

equipment, and on-farm infrastructure.

T R A N S I T I O N
A N D  R E S I L I E N C E
F U N D

New resources for organic-relevant technical

expertise, capacity, and partnerships at public

institutions and organizations, including support

for education, outreach, and market expansion,

so producers in any part of the country will have

access to professional assistance, to build healthy

soil, manage pests naturally, and protect natural

resources.

T E C H N I C A L
A S S I S T A N C E

W H A T  N O W ?

" O r g a n i c  f a r m e r s
a n d  r a n c h e r s  a r e
u n i q u e l y  p o w e r f u l
a s  w e  e n t e r  F a r m
B i l l  s e a s o n . "  

Allison Johnson is Senior Attorney
with The Natural Resources Defense
Council (NRDC)'s Health & Food,
Healthy People & Thriving
Communities Program.  She also
serves on the National Organic
Standards Board (NOSB).  
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Farmers Want Climate Action,
the 2023 Farm Bill is Key

With the 2023 Farm Bill on their mind, farmers

across the country have a message for lawmakers in

Washington, DC: make climate change a policy

priority. 

Climate change is proving detrimental to agriculture

and creating a range of new or increasing

challenges. While these problems are predicted to

worsen, farmers utilizing sustainable practices have

demonstrated a tremendous capacity to decrease

emissions and sequester carbon dioxide in the soil

by turning to climate resilient agricultural practices

like organic production, cover crops, rotational

grazing, agroforestry, and more.

Working at the forefront of climate change

mitigation, farmers are taking their demands to

Washington March 6-8 for Farmers for Climate

Action: Rally for Resilience, a three-day mass

mobilization where farmers, farmworkers, and allies

will call on legislators to ensure that the next farm

bill explicitly empowers farmers to address climate

change via resources, assistance, and incentives that

allow farmers to lead the way in addressing the

climate crisis. 

Climate change is no surprise to farmers. “Climate

change is actually happening,” says Scott Myers of

Woodlyn Acres Farm in Dalton, Ohio. “We’ve seen

some heavy rain events here on the farm.”

F E A T U R E

Rally for
Resilience
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Located in Wayne County, Scott and his family use

organic and no-till practices on 2,500 acres of hay,

corn, soybeans, sunflowers, peas, and small grains.

While costs of drainage tile rose alongside demand

from flooded farmers in the region and snowplows

were used to clear streets after summer storm

damage, on-farm resilience has been integral to

Woodlyn Acres Farm. 

Scott started transitioning the farm to sustainable

practices in 2000. “We started raising a lot of hay,

and that put us down the path of building up soil

health. We very quickly saw the benefits of having

that perennial crop on our corn yields,” Scott says,

adding that “we use cover crops on pretty much all

of our acres now.” Scott has seen the success of

federal programs like the temporary Pandemic

Cover Crop Program among other farmers in the

area.

Supporting farmers and sustainable agriculture is a

solution to the climate crisis that both rural and

urban communities can rally around. Participants in

the Rally for Resilience will urge Washington

lawmakers to center farmer-led three primary asks

in the next farm bill, due to be reauthorized this fall.

Participants will be collectively advocating for:

Farmers must be supported in building systems

that are resilient to climate change impacts,

improve and sustain their economic bottom line,

and increase biodiversity. This includes

incorporating greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

reductions and carbon sequestration into all the

landscapes of U.S. agriculture.

FARMER-LED CLIMATE
SOLUTIONS

Photo credit: Mike Shenk,
The- Daily-Record.com

The expertise of Indigenous and traditional communities

must be valued and supported, and these communities must

be engaged in the processes of developing farm bill policies

and programs. Such policies and programs must prioritize

their needs through maintaining and restoring or improving

access to land, technical assistance, and funding. Such

assistance is necessary to support the holistic approaches

that, as a co-benefit to broader ecological benefits, reduce

GHG emissions and build and maintain carbon

sequestration.

RACIAL JUSTICE IN
THE FARM BILL

It is time to address corporate consolidation and

concentration and protect the livelihoods of small to mid-

scale farmers. The farm bill must identify solutions that

support effective rural and urban development and

livelihood; support key areas of research and technical

assistance, including collaborations with holders of

traditional ecological knowledge to develop new climate

solutions; and strengthen and enforce antitrust laws to take 

COMMUNITIES, NOT
CORPORATIONS
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From March 6-8, an alliance of grassroots organizations will converge on

Washington for an unprecedented three-day gathering including a rally and concert,

cultural events, and a demonstration of climate-friendly farming practices.  Organic

Farmers Association's Farmer Fly-In will coincide with this event, and OFA will bring

25+ organic farmer voices to the rally.  For more details and to join or support the

Rally for Resilience, click here. 

on economic giants that dictate prices, because fair

markets are critical to food sovereignty. 

It is time sustainable food and farming activists have their

voices heard and their actions seen. When provided with

the right resources and tools to transition to sustainable,

organic, and/or regenerative practices, farmers can rebuild

soil health, reduce reliance on expensive inputs, boost

yields and profits, grow healthier food, restore

biodiversity, and sequester carbon. Congress must

acknowledge farmers’ and ranchers' pivotal role in

addressing climate change, and ensure that the next farm

bill supports their work to mitigate greenhouse gas

emissions, adapt to a changing climate, and ensure food

security for generations to come. 

“ I t  d o e s n ’ t  m a t t e r
w h i c h  s i d e  o f  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e
y o u ’ r e  o n ,  w e  a l l
n e e d  t o  a g r e e  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e
a  r e a l  i s s u e  t h a t  w e
h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a n d
o u r  c h i l d r e n  n e e d  t o
d e a l  w i t h .  I t ’ s  v e r y
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  d o
s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t . ”   

-  S c o t t  M y e r s ,
W o o d l y n  A c r e s  F a r m ,
D a l t o n ,  O h i o  

Cathy Day is the Climate Policy
Coordinator for the National
Sustainable Agriculture Coalition and
has long researched climate and
agriculture issues.

Ariana Taylor-Stanley is the
Grassroots Co-Director for National
Sustainable Agriculture Coalition.
She also co-owns and operates Here
We Are Farm in Trumansburg, NY,
growing vegetables for CSA and
farmers markets. 

ORGANIC FARMING =

CLIMATE SOLUTION!

ORGANIC
FOR THE 
PLANET
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Name (Primary Contact)

This Annual Membership is a:                        New Membership                                   Renewal

Address:

City: 

Mobile #: Other Phone: 

Email: Email 2:

Website:

            CHECK ENCLOSED (Payabe to: Organic Farmers Association)            CREDIT CARD

CC#: Exp:          / CVV#: 

OFA is  a  501(c) (5 )  nonprof i t  organizat ion.  Donat ions to  OFA may be used for  lobbying act iv i t ies  and do not  qual i fy  for  char i tab le  g i f t  tax  deduct ion.   I f  you ’d  l i ke  char i tab le
g i f t  tax  deduc t ion ,  you  donate  to  OFA th rough our  f i sca l  sponsor ,  Roda le  Ins t i tu te ,  a  501c3 nonpro f i t .  Your  donat ion  to  OFA w i l l  be  des igna ted  in  a  res t r i c ted  fund  & used fo r  OFA
educat ion  work  in  l i ne  w i th  Roda le  Ins t i tu te ’s  char i tab le  miss ion .   Char i tab le  donat ions  a re  ONLY accepted  by  check .  Checks  must  be  made ou t  to  Roda le  Ins t i tu te ,  and  inc lude
“Organ ic  Farmers  Assoc ia t ion”  in  the  check ’s  Memo L ine .   

MAIL TO: Organic Farmers Association
PO BOX 709
Spirit Lake, IA 51360

PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION

ORGANIC FARMERS ASSOCIATION

Farm Name:

State: Zip: 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

PAYMENT

MEMBERSHIP

DONATION

TOTAL

click to 
JOIN 
ONLINE

JO IN BUILDING A STRONG ORGANIC FARMER VOICE

            Certified Organic Farmer               Supporter                Organization ($250)

MEMBERSHIP TYPE

          $25               $50               $75               $100               $250               $500               Other$ 

          $10               $15                 $20              $25                 $30                   Other$                 

Check here to Auto-renew so that your membership is always valid  

ONE TIME GIFT This Annual Membership Option will expire in one year.  

MONTHLY PLEDGE This membership will ensure your membership is always current.


