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OFA represents certified organic
farmers' priorities and policy positions
in Washington, D.C. The 2023 Farm Bill is expected to be
finalized this year. Your support ensures that OFA brings a
strong organic farmer voice to D.C. policymaking.

OFA FARMER PRIORITIES

o Improving USDA Programs for Organic Farmers 4%
Organic Integrity & NOP Enforcement
Keeping Organic Rooted in Soil
Dismantling Corporate Consolidation
Climate Change

JOIN OFA TODAY!
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Happy fall! | hope for farmers in the northern latitudes all
your crops are in and that for folks in the south that your
winter season goes well. Here in Maine, we're finishing up a
particularly wet year that had its ups and downs. Hay will be
in short supply this winter, but the potato crop looks good.

At Organic Farmers Association, we're also wrapping up a
busy year with a few changes to our budget and staffing. Last
year the USDA announced its Transition to Organic
Partnership Program (TOPP) and designated the lead
regional partners for the program. In addition to the regional
initiatives, funding was also included for some national work
to complement those efforts. OFA applied for and received
some of the TOPP leadership funding and this year we began
implementing work based on the new support.

First, I’'m pleased to introduce Julia Barton who joined OFA
as our Farmer Services Director. I've known Julia for a
number of years and had a chance to work with her when she
was at OEFFA. Julia is available to answer questions for
organic and transitioning farmers, as well as helping farmers
improve USDA programs and contributing articles in this
publication (see crop insurance). Additionally, | welcome
Harriet Behar, former Chair of the NOSB (see NOSB fall
meeting article) and long-time advocate for organic farming
as OFA’s Farmer Services Consultant. I'm excited to have
these two knowledgeable folks join OFA and look forward to
the expanded assistance to organic farmers they give us.

I'm also happy to announce that Madison Letizia has joined
the OFA team as our Communications Manager. Madison
has already contributed to OFA through her work putting
together this publication and contributing to OFA’s TOPP
projects. As Madison explains: “After years of working in
communications and development she found a need to bring
sustainable agriculture practices,
accessible farmland, food equity, and healthy local food
systems.” Welcome Madison!
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Recently | was reflecting on the effort that farmers
and organic farming advocates made to testify at the
bi-annual NOSB meetings as well as the “Farmer
Listening Sessions” held by the U.S. House and Senate
Ag Committees throughout this last year. I've spoken
at each of these venues and it can be a bit nerve
wracking! In each case, speakers are given a specific
amount of time and are expected to stay within that
allotment in their testimony. The difficulty is
narrowing down your presentation to two or three
minutes so that it comes across as more than just a list
of grievances or positions. One thing | have noticed in
either situation is that when someone introduces
himself or herself as a farmer the board or panel
generally perks up and listens more closely. I've seen
this in our advocacy days in Washington, D.C. as well,;
farmer participation matters! | don't mean to
downplay the valuable work that the policy folks and
our organizational partners do in participating at
meetings or visits, but | believe that there’s a respect
for farmers who are taking the time to participate
directly and to tell their story firsthand. OFA wants to
represent organic farmers, but we do that best when
organic farmers are the ones doing the talking.

Whether it’s speaking at a local, state or national
meeting, joining an organic farming organizational
partner, becoming an OFA member, or running for a
seat on our Governing or Policy Committees, | urge
you to get involved. OFA, and our planet, for that
matter, can’t do it without you!

Lastly, as we move closer to winter and begin
planning for the new year, please consider making a
donation to support OFA’s policy work in 2024 as we
continue to take farmers’ voices, experiences, and
dreams to the halls of Congress to advocate for
change.

David Colson, President

New Leaf Farm
Durham, Maine
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Growing the organic
movement through
rigorous research, farmer
training, and consumer

education since 1947,

BECAUSE THE FUTURE IS ORGANIC.
Rodalelnstitute.org

WE SUPPORT ORGANIC
FARMERS ASSOCIATION

(and our organic farmers!)
as we work together to heal
people and the planet.

FARMER RESOURCES:

* Rodale Institute Organic Crop Consulting
Services available nationwide:
Rodalelnstitute.org/Consulting

* Digital webinars, online courses,
and other educational resources:
Rodalelnstitute.org/Education

* Research Updates:
Rodalelnstitute.org/Science
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By Lily Hawkins, Policy Director

A WIN FOR ORGANIC

For years, Organic Farmers Association and others in the
organic community have advocated for more clear and
stringent standards for organic livestock and poultry
production, sending over 3,000 messages to USDA and
Congress advocating for finalization of a strong rule. This
October, the new Organic Livestock and Poultry
Standards (OLPS)_Rule was filed in the Federal Register!
OFA applauds the release of this long-awaited rule, which

we have advocated for before Congress and the USDA for

years.

OLPS clarifies the production standards of avian and
ruminant livestock to support consistent enforcement
across producers and re-establish a strong organic label
that assures consumers that USDA-certified organic
livestock products meet a robust and uniform standard
valuing both environmental and animal welfare. While
celebrating this important step for animal welfare, read A
Breakdown of the New OLPS Rule on page 31 for an analysis
of new farmer expectations. OFA will be releasing a more
detailed analysis of the rule on our website. Stay tuned!
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FARM BILL DELAYS

On September 30, the 2018 Farm Bill expired, and
Congress narrowly averted a government shutdown
when since-ousted Speaker of the House McCarthy
compromised with Democrats to pass a last minute
government funding patch to keep the federal
17. Quickly
thereafter, members of his own party and Democrats

government open until November

voted to remove him from the position of speaker.

More than three weeks later, Mike Johnson (LA-04) was
elected as his replacement. A staunch conservative,
Johnson has a history of opposing Farm Bill spending,
particularly on Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
(SNAP), that could further complicate efforts to pass a

new Farm Bill.

As delays on passage of a new bill continue, lawmakers
on both sides of the aisle are pushing for an extension of
the current Farm Bill, likely as part of the government

spending package (also delayed).

ORGANICFARMERSASSOCIATION.ORG |5
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OFA is tracking developments and will be working with
allies to advocate for an extension that protects organic
certification cost-share and other important programs

for organic farmers.

EXPIRED FARM BILL THREATENS
2024 ORGANIC CERTIFICATION
COST SHARE PROGRAM

The organic certification cost-share program _is

authorized every five years through the Farm Bill. After
reductions in 2020, this spring, USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) announced that they will be restoring
reimbursement rates for the Organic Certification Cost
Share Program (OCCSP) to 75% of the certified organic
operation’s eligible expenses, up to a maximum of $750
per scope. This brings the amount of funding back up to
the maximum allowed by the 2018 Farm Bill.

Now that Congress has allowed the 2018 Farm Bill to
expire, the cost share program is at risk. As a very small
program, cost-share does not have “permanent baseline”
funding status. This means that if the current Farm Bill is
extended without a special provision, cost share will
expire, leaving organic farmers who use the program
with large increases to their certification expenses until a

new Farm Bill is passed.

OFA ENDORSES NEWLY
INTRODUCED MARKER BILLS

OFA is proud to endorse several recently introduced
marker bills intended for inclusion in the upcoming Farm
Bill. For a full list of bills we're supporting and
information on how to contact your lawmakers and ask
for their support, visit our Farm Bill Tracker.

The O DAIRY Act

The Organic Dairy Assistance, Investment, and
Reporting Yields Act (O DAIRY Act) was recently
introduced by Senator Welch (D-VT) and is cosponsored
by Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-
WI), Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), and Sen. Cory
Booker (D-NJ).
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It aims to provide long-needed support for organic dairy
producers. The O DAIRY Act will provide improved data

collection, support to help cover dramatically increased

input costs, and key investments in infrastructure.

Organic dairy farmers are in crisis. Organic milk is the
top selling organic commodity, bringing in over $1.6
billion in sales in 2021. Family owned organic dairy farms
support rural communities, fight environmental
degradation, and provide a local supply of high quality
milk. However, increased market consolidation in
processing and a shrinking field of buyers have led to
family farmers receiving low pay-prices for many years.
Recent dramatic increases in energy and feed costs due
to unstable international markets mean that low pay-

price does not cover the cost of production.

The O DAIRY Act of 2023 would provide crucial support
to the organic dairy industry in the United States.
Specifically, this bill:

e Extends ELAP to organic dairy farmers facing losses
due to factors like organic feed shortages and
increased input costs that result in a net income
decrease of more than 10% in a given year.

e Requires the USDA to streamline the payment
process under this program.

e Mandates improved data collection for organic dairy,
including cost-of-production data for organic milk,
feedstuff prices, and other production-related costs.

e Establishes the "Organic All Milk Prices Survey" to

collect and report data about organic milk prices.


https://actionnetwork.org/letters/protect-organic-certification-cost-share?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/protect-organic-certification-cost-share?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/protect-organic-certification-cost-share?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/protect-organic-certification-cost-share?source=direct_link&
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index
https://organicfarmersassociation.org/farmbilltracker/

O DAIRY Act Cont.
e Requires the USDA to publish periodic reports for

organic milk, equivalent to data reported for

conventionally produced milk.

¢ Directs the USDA to develop a proposal and submit a
report to Congress with recommendations for

implementing an organic dairy safety net program.

e Establishes programs and positions to boost
infrastructure investments, research, and innovation
within the organic dairy sector, including authorizing

funding for on-farm processing infrastructure.

These policies were developed by organic dairy farms,
dairy cooperatives, producers and associations across
the country, including the Organic Farmers Association,
Northeast Organic Farmers Association-Vermont,
Northeast Organic Farmers Association-New York, the
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association,
Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance, Straus
Family Creamery, the Northeast Organic Dairy
Producers’ Association, the National Organic Coalition,

and the Center for Food Safety.

For more information on the bill, please read our
fact sheet or the full text of the O DAIRY Act.

ACT NOW

URGE YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
TO SUPPORT ORGANIC FARMERS IN
THE 2023 FARM BILL

Organic Market Development Act

Last month, U.S. Senators Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and
Angus King (I-ME) and Representatives Chellie Pingree
(D-ME-01) and Annie Kuster (D-NH-02) introduced the
Organic Market Development Act to codify and increase
support for the USDA Organic Market Development
Grant Program. The act aims to build and expand organic
markets and address the need for additional market
paths for organic farmers and producers through
simplified grants for equipment and larger grants aimed
at market development and processing capacity

expansion.

The Organic Market Development Act aims to:

e Increase the capacity of the domestic organic
product supply chain for producers, handlers,
suppliers, and processors of certified organic
products.

e Modernize manufacturing, tracking, storage, and
information technology systems.

e Improve the capacity of eligible entities to comply
with applicable regulatory requirements or quality
standards required to access markets.

e Expand capacity for processing, aggregation, and
distribution of certified organic products to create
more and better markets for producers of certified
organic products facilitate market development for
domestically produced certified organic products.

e Conduct feasibility studies and market viability
assessments to inform organic transition strategies
and opportunities.

e Address barriers to entry to organic product
certification for historically underserved entities.

e Support market and promotional activities that help
build commercial markets for certified organic

products in the United States.

You can view a one-page summary of the bill from
Senator Baldwin’s office here, and full text of the

legislation here.

ORGANICFARMERSASSOCIATION.ORG |7
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Continuous Improvement and Accountability in Organic
Standards Act

The Continuous Improvement and Accountability in
Organic Standards Act (CIAO) 2023 H.R. 5973 was
introduced on October 17,2023, by Representatives. Dan
Newhouse (R-WA), Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), Salud Carbajal
(D-CA), David Valadao (R-CA) Chellie Pingree (D-ME).
The bill proposes a two-step transparent and predictable
process to prioritize and carry out updates to the organic
standards.

The CIAO bill:
e Requires the USDA to review and revise the national
organic standards “not less frequently than every five
years.”
Continues the current process for utilizing public and
stakeholder input and consulting with the National
Organic Standards Board to prioritize and update
organic standards.
States that in proposing any revisions, the USDA and
the National Organic Standards Board “shall consider
the  best

environmental and ecological data, consumer and

available information, including
market data, current organic production and handling
practices, current organic research, and scientific

data.”

ORGANIC FARMERS
ASSOCIATION

OFA worked in coalition with the Organic Trade

Association, the National

Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance and the Organic
Produce Alliance to advocate for the inclusion of this

bill in the next Farm Bill.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

@ OFA FARM BILL PRIORITIES

We will be providing monthly updates on the farm bill
and the progress of these marker bills to OFA members

in our e-newsletter. Join our email list to stay up to

Organic Coalition, the

date!

If you haven’t already, please use our Take Action tool

to tell your elected officials you want their support for
organic priorities in the farm bill. There’s still time for

them to give their support and hearing from their

constituents is what moves the needle! 0

Lillian Hawkins is Policy Director of Organic
Farmers Association. She ensures the policy
priorities of certified organic farmers are
represented in Washington, D.C.

Farm Bill Marker
Bill Tracker

OFA has launched its own Farm Bill Marker Bill
Tracker to help members, organic farmers, and
supporters keep track of marker bills that may impact
organic farming in the Farm Bill. Check the OFA
regularly for updates as Farm Bill

website
conversations continue in D.C.
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2-3-3 CONCENTRATED COMPOST 4-6-4 8-2-4
WATER DISPERSIBLE FERTILIZERS MYCORRHIZAE AND SOIL INOCULANTS

* Homogenous granulation for ease-of-use and precision application
* Diverse, active, and beneficial soil microbiology

* Slow release - more nutrition delivered with less runoff or leaching
* Contains all plant-essential macro and micro nutrients

* Most researched and trialed organic with 800+ studies since 1980
* Available Nationwide

For Agronomy and Sales Support Contact Jon Sammons, PhD
jons@sustane.com | (614) 943-0876
www.sustane.com | 1-800-352-9245 - Ext. 3 | Cannon Falls, MN
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DOES YOUR FARM BUSINESS QUALIFY
FOR EMPLOYEE RETENTION CREDIT?

ol IJ

,.,

CLICK TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT ERC

RECEIVE UP TO $26,000 PER EMPLOYEE

What is the Employee Retention Credit (ERC)?

ERC is a stimulus program designed to help those businesses FOR MORE INFO:
that were able to retain their employees during the Covid-19 OrganicERC.com
pandemic. Established by the CARES Act, it is a refundable 888-372-8632
tax credit - that you can claim for your business. The ERC is

available to both small and mid-sized businesses. It is based Scan Now

on qualified wages and healthcare paid to employees. y
e Up to $26,000 per employee E
e Available for 2020 and the first 3 quarters of 2021 l:k

-r

=]
i

* Qualify with a Revenue Decline or Full or Partial
Suspension of Operations due to Governmental Orders

* No limit on funding
¢ ERC is arefundable tax credit

How much money can you get back? ' .
You can claim up to $5,000 per employee for 2020. O O BOttOlene
For 2021, up to $7,000 per employee per quarter. CONCEPTS™

Helping Amearican businesses reinvest in themselves

ORGANIC VOICE |10
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CROP INSURANCE FOR EVERYONE

Crop insurance is a topic that typically makes people’s
eyes glaze over, but luckily OEFFA farmers aren’t typical.
For the past year, the Ohio Ecological Food & Farming
Association (OEFFA), a founding organizational member
of the Organic Farmers Association, has led a Crop
Insurance Work Group made up of dedicated, motivated,
and technically astute farmers who devoted significant
time last winter to make crop insurance more fair,

functional, and informed. And they’re not alone.

With a changing climate, many farmers who haven’t
previously engaged with crop insurance recognize the
need to have a farmer safety net that works for everyone.
Groups like the National Sustainable Agriculture
Coalition, which has long worked on crop insurance
issues, the National Organic Coalition, and others are
working together to hold public institutions accountable
for supporting farmers, particularly organic, sustainable,
and regenerative farmers. In good company, Organic
Farmers Association farmer -members have voted on a
number of policy positions calling for crop insurance

reform over the years.

CROP INSURANCE SHOULD BE FAIR TO
FARMERS AND THE BROADER
COMMUNITY

While crop insurance works well for a few commodity
crops, it does not currently serve the broader
community of organic, sustainable, and regenerative
farmers. It also takes advantage of taxpayers,
subsidizing the cost of crop insurance for large farms
at the same rate it does a small, beginning farmer.

ORGANIC VOICE |12

The OEFFA farmer working group wants crop
insurance to be more fair, and urges the following key
recommendations:

e Each operation should receive one subsidy and no
more. The farm bill should include a strong “actively
engaged in farming rule” to set this limit so farmers
who are trying to “double dip” with multiple “paper
farms” are prevented from cheating.

e Crop insurance should only apply to land that is
suitable to be farmed. The farm bill should prohibit
crop insurance premium subsidies on unsuitable
land. Taxpayers should not subsidize irresponsible

land management.

The farm bill can better support beginning farmers with
less costly crop insurance policies, continue to support
the majority of farmers with policies valued between
$10,000-$100,000, and reduce the rate of support for
the largest farms holding policies costing more than
$100,000.

CROP INSURANCE SHOULD BE
FUNCTIONAL IN SUPPORTING SMALL,
DIVERSIFIED FARMERS, AND FARMERS
USING ORGANIC AND REGENERATIVE
PRACTICES

Crop insurance is designed to serve conventional
farmers, so its policies align with conventional
commodity agriculture practices. But organic farmers
have additional standards to which they are
accountable and farm in partnership with ecological
systems, and regenerative farmers are also working

within those ecological systems.




To better serve them, OEFFA producers offer the
following recommendations to make crop insurance CROP INSURANCE RESOURCES FOR
more functional for organic, transitioning, and family- ORGANIC FARMERS

scale diversified farms:

e Organic producers often plant later than their non-
organic counterparts due to strategic organic
systems management. The USDA’s Risk
Management Agency (RMA) must establish a
unique final planting date for certified organic
crops in each region with a non-penalizing grace
period so producers can maintain productivity and
organic status.

e Organic producers should use the transition
period to develop an organic management system
and write their Organic System Plan (OSP) in
conjunction with their application for organic
certification. RMA should provide organic
insurance to producers transitioning to certified
organic status without requiring an OSP.

e A clear, transparent, consistent path for organic
transition and crop insurance must be established.
As the USDA invests $300 million in organic
transition, transitioning operators must be
supported through a streamlined farm safety net.

e Create an Enterprise Unit (EU) by Practice Type
option for organic status. This would enable
operators to group their organic, transitional, and
non-organic land separately so that each type
could be both managed and insured appropriately.

¢ Whole Farm Revenue Protection, a type of crop
insurance intended to serve small and diversified
producers, must be tweaked to better support
diversified producers through lower premium
costs associated with higher levels of diversity, and
true revenue protection for operations already
mitigating risk through diverse production
systems.

Interested in crop insurance and want to learn

more? You're in good company. Check out these

resources on crop insurance for organic farmers.

Join the OFA Crop Insurance working group
this winter as we continue to hone our
positions and work together at creating
change. (Email
julia@organicfarmersassociation to get
connected!)

Crop Insurance for Organics: A Short Course
from our colleagues at the Organic Agronomy
Training Service (OATS)

The Center for Rural Affairs covers a range of
crop insurance topics and features a variety of
resources

The Land Stewardship Project has long worked
to improve crop insurance and has a variety of
resources including this article on the Crop
Insurance Conundrum

CROP INSURANCE SHOULD BE
INFORMED BY DATA, EXPERIENCE, AND
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE

In order for crop insurance to support currently
underserved farmers, information must be gathered
regarding how to do better and shared among agencies
and RMA staff and agents on the ground.

e USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS) and RMA should work together to regularly
conduct an organic production survey. This data will
help inform crop insurance practices and needs.

e Expand the USDA’s  Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) technical capacity and
cooperative agreements to support adoption of soil
health plans. Soil health efforts should go hand-in-

hand with crop insurance support.

ORGANICFARMERSASSOCIATION.ORG |13


http://julia@organicfarmersassociation/
https://www.organicagronomy.org/
https://www.cfra.org/crop-insurance-resources
https://landstewardshipproject.org/the-crop-insurance-conundrum/
https://landstewardshipproject.org/the-crop-insurance-conundrum/

e Require organic literacy within RMA to help
employees and agents be informed about organic
insurance in order to better serve organic clients and
grow the benefits of the organic industry.
Transitioning and organic producers deserve the
same level of service their non-organic counterparts
receive. RMA needs to inform its staff and provide
ongoing training for agents serving organic

producers.

Many of these recommendations have been included in
two Farm Bill marker bills:

e Insuring Fairness for Family Farmers Act (S.
2421/H.R. 4804), which aims to reform
administrative and operation expenses within the
crop insurance program, and revise the standard and
livestock price reinsurance agreements.

e Crop Insurance for Future Farmers Act (H.R. 3904),
which aligns the definition of “beginning farmer” to
match most other USDA programs, extending crop
and livestock insurance protections to 10 years for
new and beginning farmers.

We're all paying for crop insurance, and it’s up to us to
work together to ensure crop insurance works for
everyone!

OFA members have long identified crop insurance as a
priority and we're eager to dig into this work and build
community around this topic. Look for future
opportunities from OFA to work together to identify
problems, brainstorm solutions, and amplify farmer

voices.

If you're in OEFFA'’s region and would like to get involved
in this important work, contact policy@oeffa.org.

This article was updated and slightly modified from an article
published in OEFFA’s newsletter in Spring 2023. We
appreciate OEFFA’s leadership on Crop Insurance and thank
them for allowing us to reprint with updates.
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OFA’S CROP INSURANCE PRIORITIES

OFA farmers have identified several priorities related to
Crop Insurance. We will be workshopping these ideas
this winter as part of an OFA Crop Insurance working
group. Join us to hone these ideas and add yours. We
need your help to make crop insurance work for

everyone!

OFA supports the following improvements to crop
insurance programs:

e Any practice approved in a farmer’s Organic System
Plan by a USDA-accredited certifying agent as
compliant with organic production standards must
be recognized and approved as a “Good Farming
Practice” as defined by the Risk Management Agency
(RMA).

e The development of new crop insurance tools that
serve the needs of diversified organic growers
serving all types of markets, including direct sales,
that have a streamlined application process and
prioritize low paperwork burden.

¢ Allowing organic farmers to use organic prices for all
federal farmer support programs.

e The development of additional organic price
elections for crop insurance coverage, and review of
policies that cap Contract Price Addendums at two-
times the conventional price election for any specific
crop.

¢ Allowing organic transition producers and beginning
farmers to calculate the Actual Production History
Yield (APH) for new acres or acres under organic
transition using the APH of other organic acres on
their farm, rather than the county T-Yield for the
acres under transition.

e The continuation of Whole-Farm Revenue

Protection, established in the 2014 Farm Bill, and
recognize the change in farm revenue after a farm
has transitioned to organic. Raise the cap to 50%
on increased production value under the

expansion provision.

The development of organic price elections for
storage loans offered by Farm Service Agency so
that producers can access working capital based
on the actual value of their crops to cash flow their
operations. Utilize existing organic price data
developed by RMA to establish storage loan
prices.

Organic farmers must have a crop rotation, which
is not currently well supported by Crop Insurance.
We need crop insurance coverage, not just in the
form of written agreements, for crops besides
corn, beans, wheat, and rice. Further, we need a
way for organic farmers to be supported, rather
than penalized (through the APH system) for
enacting a robust and extended rotation both
during transition and as organic producers.

Farmers need a way to manage risk due to genetic
and pesticide drift contamination. If these
situations could be recognized as a qualifying
event for crop insurance, farmers suffering from
loss wouldn't be required to identify a source,
which isn’'t always possible. More support from
USDA to protect farmers from these types of
contamination and to deter the practice of drift is

necessary. @

Julia Barton is OFA's Farmer Services
Director. Before joining the team, Julia
Barton worked as the Organic Policy
Specialist with OEFFA where she supported
farmers transitioning to organic for 9 years.
She and her hushand run Octagon Acres,
an organic vegetable operation and
homestead in northeastern Ohio.
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GROW THE FUTURE _

"

TOGETHER V !

With a gift to Organic Farmers Assouatmn,
you tell USDA and Congress that organic
farmers are an important solution to climate

change, food security, and wellness.

Help us meet our goal of $10,000
by Dec. 31, 2023 to elevate these

voices!
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Looking for organic
farming educational
WESTERN 2RE-|£|\-NI|C fﬂ;:ng I;nonucens re so U rce S?

WODPA strives to preserve, protect, and
ensure the sustainability and integrity of
organic dairy farming by representing
arganic dairy farm families in the
12 Western states.

Browse the
National Clearinghouse for Organic
Farmer Education

Organic Farmers Association Organization Members
create incredible farmer education content that you can
browse right now!

WESTERN ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCERS ALLIANCE
2485 NOTRE DAME BLVD SUITE 370-162
CHico, CA 95928
707-696-5154

wodpa@outlook.com ORGANIC FARMERS
www.wod pa.com ASSOCIATION

Attn: ORGANIC CULTIVATORS
Download Your N-IPM E”‘iﬁ’?jﬂ
Playbook Including Free L5
Commercial Size Sample 1

Scan QR Code Or Go To:
F 23 www doctaorzymes.comJ/commercialgrow

Grower's #1 cheoice for natural IFM and pest
control! Used by professional growers
world-wide. Eliminator iz a revolutionary
100% ALL natural, all-in-ene insecticide &
fungicide for erganice, sustainable farming.

* Eliminate Insects, Mold,» Mo Chemicals

bl ol e S Funs_u.-: = Mo Pesticides aor Soaps
= Used up ro Day ol & Py Oils, Mo Alcoiol
Harwvest « Won't Clog Stomata
= Increase Yields = pg Residue, Test Clean
= Preserve lerpenes = OMEI Cart., FIFRA 25(b)
= P4 Friendly (Flant, = For Orpanic Gardening

Planet, People & Pets) Simply the BEestl
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You’re connected to the soil.

Life insurance from Bluestone helps you protect your family, farm, soil and our planet.

Get a quote and free assessment from a Bluestone customer guide.

(OFA

ORGANIC FARMERS
ASSOCIATION

When you purchase life insurance
from Bluestone, you support the
Organic Farmers Association (OFA)
with our complimentary benefit.

Access an online NO COST WILL here. It's a small way to
thank you for growing a healthier future for us all.

Learn more at bluestonelife.com or call us at 802-428-4411.

bluestone.
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Treffler, for all farmers
great and small

The Treffler precision tined harrow is unrivalled in-row mechanical weed
control for all your vegetable and field crops regardless of the crop stage.

Harrowing is all about timing. The Treffler precision adjustable tension
allows you to harrow gently (100 gr), early in the season in shallow-rooted
weeds, in-creasing the tine tension (up to 5000gr) for more aggressive
harrowing as your plant matures.

The Treffler tines are designed to follow the contour of your field,
regardless of the height. The downward pressure on the tines remains
constant, whether you are harrowing in a potato hill or raised bed.
The harrow is also good at breaking open a crust. All of this results in
even weed control for all vegetable crops, transplants.

You can rely on the same Treffler precision for blind harrowing in field
crops such as two-leaf corn, soy, or grains. The Treffler precision tined
harrow is a guaranteed method for weed control.

Treffler Organic Machinery is a leading global manufacturer of innovative
farming equipment for all your tillage needs.

See our website for

all upcoming events
www.organicmachinery.net

TREFFLER ¥ Man@Machine

OrganicMachinery.net

T: +31(0) 6 300 35 123
E: treffler@manatmachine.com

Treffler-M@M Promoter
in your region

Fehr Family
West Bend, lo
fehrtrefflerm

+1 (712) 480-249

James L. Byers and Sons
Mercersburg, PA
Byersorganicdairyllc@outlook.com
+1 (223) 205-8171

Matt Miller

Bristow, lowa
mattmill2@netins.net
+1(515) 971-9707

Nate Johnson

Trout Lake, WA
farmgateherbs@gmail.com
+1 (509) 637-4652

Nathan Metzger

Eltopia, WA
nathan@victoryaglic.com
+1 (509) 727-5073

Jon Findlay

Caro, Mi
jonfindlay1979@hotmail.com
+1 (989) 551-8393

Derek Schrok

Tampico IL
dereks@fairfieldam.org
+1 (309) 314-5582

Peter Seely

Plymouth, WI
info@springdalefarm.com
+1(920) 254-8044
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UEbhedd

Quality comes from many elements: healthy soil, fresh
air, clean water, and the conscious people who lovingly
tend to the plants. At Mountain Rose Herbs, we monitor
quality through all stages of growing, harvesting,
drying, and handling to ensure freshness.

With over 800 organic offerings, we provide
the largest selection of mindfully curated
ingredients for all of your health

and wellness needs. ‘:

Peruse organic goodness af®
www.mountamrusg_lerbs.cnm

=

Strengthening
um| EG‘ Organic Enforcement

Rule has been
Released

-2
;

Farm to Mill to YOU!

Organic Flours & Grains

Did you know, the USDA NOP is strengthening

enforcement of the organic supply chain? Some _ )
R e el PLANT & SOIL B U | |- DER

have not been required to be certified organic. LIQUID
CONCENTRATE

The Strengthening Organic Enforcement (SOE) Higher Yields
regulations will soon change this for some Breakdown Residue
Use OFA15 at checkout for | JRESREESTRITINSE UGS Improve Germination
15% OFF your order! Find out what this means for Increase Nutrient Uptake

- . you at aboutorganic@ccof.org. 3
www.janiesmill.com Discounts available for eligible (208) 718-8771

operations. www.KozGroOrganics.com
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ORGANIC SEED: PROTECT
ORGANIC INTEGRITY FROM
GMOS

By Harriet Behar

As we wrap up the 2023 crop year, we evaluate what
went well and what could have been improved. Weed
control, insect and disease pressure, resilience of the
crops to dry or excessive weather, overall vigor, and
yields are all issues that are affected by the variety and
characteristics of the seed planted, as well as how well
they grow in your soil type and overall climate. Plans for
buying next year’s seed start soon, especially to obtain

the prized organic varieties for your region.

As genetic engineering becomes more and more
dominant in nonorganic agriculture, and the regulatory
system overseeing GMOs becomes weaker, it will
become more difficult to keep genetically altered seeds
out of organic, especially when producers plant
nonorganic seed. In the European Union, there are now

certain crops that are obligated to be grown from

organic seed, in order to be sold as organic.

With more genetic engineering in nonorganic seed
occurring, organic growers in the United States and
Canada will need to aggressively increase their use of
organic seed over the next few years. Performing on-farm
seed trials is an important step to discovering which
organic seeds have the characteristics needed for your
farm. This also indicates a need for more participatory

research in organic seed testing and breeding.

In May 2020, the USDA’s APHIS agency published the
SECURE rule (Sustainable, Ecological, Consistent,
Uniform, Responsible Efficient). APHIS (Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service) oversees biotechnology within
agriculture. This new rule focuses on the seed or
organism’s properties and not the method used to
produce that seed or organism. This was done to reduce
the regulatory burden on the biotech developers.
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This rule will not regulate nor require disclosure on the
method of seed development if the seed developer
declares: 1) the seed will not be considered a plant pest,
or 2) if the seed could have been produced through
hybridization or the natural process of mutation. APHIS
will still regulate when DNA is passed between two
different organisms.

However, gene-editing technologies like CRISPR are not
traceable or trackable since there is no marker to test if
gene-editing occurred. These types of gene-editing
technologies do not introduce new DNA, they just
modify what is in the original organism. This same
deregulation has been done in Canada. At the time of
this article, the only gene-edited seed available in the
U.S. is mustard greens, but corn, soybeans, rice, wheat,
and more are in the pipeline and could be introduced
within the coming months.

RECOGNIZING CRISPR AS GENETIC
ENGINEERING

The National Standards Board has

recommended that the National Organic Program

Organic

specifically recognize CRISPR as genetic engineering,
and therefore be excluded from use in organic
production. This recommendation has not been
addressed by the NOP. Currently, university research in
process has shown some unintended chromosomal
damage and mutations when genes are edited,
shattering the biotech developer’s assurance that this
technology is very precise and safe. It appears that
without change to the SECURE rule, the only option
organic producers have to avoid gene-edited seeds, is to

use organic seeds.

The U.S. requirement that organic seed be used unless
the equivalent variety is not commercially available in
the quality and quantity desired was somewhat
influenced by the European Union’s organic requirement
to use organic seed. In 2021, the EU strengthened this
aspect of their organic regulations.
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The seed requirements now allow each individual EU
country to determine which organic seeds (by species)
are sufficiently available in their own country and to
mandate organic seed use for those species. Belgium,
Denmark, France, Germany, Luxembourg, Holland, and
Switzerland all have numerous listings. The EU and U.S.
have an organic equivalency agreement that allows free
market movement of organic products. This agreement is
periodically reviewed. The recent EU strengthening of
organic seed requirements might be a reason for the U.S.
to adopt something similar in the near future.

Implementing the organic seed requirement in the U.S.
has had some successes, but organic seed is not
universally used, even if there is sufficient supply for
equivalent varieties to the nonorganic varieties planted.
Farmers do not want to risk their livelihood and their
crop yields on an unknown variety. The higher price of
organic seed is not one of the allowed exemptions for not
using organic seed, but does affect the volume of organic
seed purchased. Farmers have loyalty to local seed
suppliers and many of these do not carry organic seeds.
With the impending risk of biotech gene-edited seeds
leaking into organic agriculture due to the lack of
regulation and traceability of these nonorganic seeds, the
use of organic seed on certified organic land becomes
much more important to protecting the integrity of the
organic label in the marketplace. Organic consumers
have made it very clear that they do not want GMOs in

organic.



SAVING AND BREEDING DIVERSE SEEDS

The quality and quantity of organic seed varieties has
grown over the past decade. For some farmers,
growing organic seed provides another income stream
and makes regionally adapted seeds available to other
organic growers. The Organic Seed Alliance has
numerous publications and webinars on how to save
your own seed, as well as how to develop your own

seed varieties.

Organic seed breeders take into account that there
may be more weed pressure in an organic system, so
they build in characteristics to deal with that situation.
The seeds they select grow well using slow-release
natural fertilizers, rather than the quick release
soluble fertility inputs used in nonorganic agriculture.
Since organic seed breeders are typically smaller,
family-run businesses, they are more responsive to
new traits they include and encourage feedback from
growers using their seed. By supporting these smaller
businesses, you are protecting the open sharing of
diverse genetic material for continuous improvement,
versus the dominant seed businesses who patent and

do not share their genetics with others.

The organic community is facing a crossroads where
genetic engineering is posing a risk to organic integrity
and trust in the organic label. The investment that
organic growers make in using organic seed helps to
promote quality and quantity of organic seed available
to all. It is unknown yet if the US will move towards
obligating some types of organic seed, similar to the
EU. The more organic seed you have trialed and
determined works well for you, the more ready you
will be for possible future regulatory changes, as well

as protecting your crop from unwanted genetic

engineering. @

Harriet Behar is OFA’s Farmer Services
Consultant, and serves on the Governing
Council and Policy Committee. She has
been involved with federal, state, and local
policy advocacy for over 30 years. She runs
organic Sweet Springs Farm in Gays Mills,
Wisconsin.

READY TO START SEED TRIALS?

Addressing the need to do on-farm organic seed trials
to determine which varieties work well for you is

covered in the Organic Seed Alliance booklet: The

Grower’s Guide to Conducting_ On-Farm Variety

Trials.

The Grower's Guide to
Conducting On-farm Variety Trials

This publication goes into great depth on helping you
determine what characteristics you're looking for, how
to optimize the growing area so the trials are equal
between varieties, and prioritizing yearly trials.

There are worksheets to help you document variety
performance throughout the season. For larger acres of
field crops, planting an acre or two of the organic variety
in the middle of your field is much better than choosing
the poor ground in a different field. Replicating the trial
over a few years will inform you of the resiliency of the
varieties over a variety of climatic conditions and

management methods.

When evaluating the trial, many factors are important:
quality, taste, yield, as well as pest and disease
resistance and characteristics such as leaf canopy for
controlling weeds. Some traits, like a hairy leaf on alfalfa,
can deter leafhopper feeding. Look for characteristics
you need, and trial a few to see which ones give you the
best options. Many organic growers who did organic
seed trialing on their farms told OFA they found the
organic varieties superior to the nonorganic varieties

they had been using.
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Organic
Certifcation
Agencies that
support OFA

Certification agencies
that support OFA, believe
in a strong organic farmer
movement.
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The Gold Standard in
Organic Certification

ps, Handler, Livestock and Wild Crop
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mofgacertification.org - i cor‘til‘ica/ﬂq’n@m_nfm.orﬂ . 207-568-6030

ORGANIC
CERTIFICATION

CROPS - LIVESTOCHK - HANDLING

Technical support
Integrity

Competitive fees
Member benefits
Friendly customer service
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certification.oeffa.org
organic@oeffa.org | (614) 262-2022
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Bringing Market Intelligence
to Identity-Preserved Agriculture

We make iteasy to gaininsights @ 5iyassrars
in to Organ iC and non-GMO Visit Our Website
commo d i ty p ri ces. @ www.mercaris.com

HyR BRTX

HEALTHY FERTILIZER

Healthier pasture means
healthier livestock.

Whether you're grazing or baling, pastures
require critical nutrients to ensure livestock
receive maximum nutritional benefit.

“Since using HyR BRIX® All Natural &
Organic Pasture Fertilizer my cows are
producing more milk and the calves seem

to be stronger.” -Henry F.

PASTURE

| FERTLIER

HyR BRIX. Set your soil straight. .
'—..‘".f\'...JI; .‘ s

Call the HyR BRIX® office to order today. Available in 45 and

855-HyR-BRIX | HyRBRIX.com S 000 notindistees:
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Organic Seed The Northeast
Commons Organic Farming

Association

A community of seed people. B R
Sowing ideas, growing what's good. of Vermont &

Vermont Organic
Farmers supports
OFA bringing
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farmers’ voices
to the national
conversation.

CERTIFIED ORGANIC
PRODUCE

PASTURE-RAISED

Learn, connect, and grow at

OrganicSeedCommons.or Promoling organic practices to build an
M EAT & .E GGS & & economically viable, ecologically sound, and
ORGANIC 9 socially just agricutlural system.
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MAKING THE FARM BILL

WORK FOR ORGANIC
DAIRY PRODUCERS

Organic milk is the top selling organic commodity in the

United States, bringing_in over $1.6 billion in sales in

2021. Yet, American organic dairy producers are in
crisis. For years, the price of organic milk has not
covered the cost of organic production. Increasing
market consolidation in processing and a shrinking field
of buyers paired with inconsistent enforcement of
regulations have led to a low pay price for producers
who work hard to fight environmental degradation and

maintain a local supply of high-quality organic milk.

Recently, dramatic increases in energy and feed costs
due to unstable international market forces have
further threatened the viability of small and mid-sized
producers. In the state of Vermont, 35% of family-
owned organic dairy farms have gone out of business
since 2016, impacting the surrounding rural
communities and local economies built around thriving

dairy businesses.

The upcoming Farm Bill presents an
opportunity to provide long-needed support
for the organic dairy market, similar to what
conventional dairy has received for decades.

LONG-NEEDED SUPPORT FOR THE
ORGANIC DAIRY MARKET

For the past year, Organic Farmers Association has
facilitated a working group of organic dairy farmers
and producer groups representing the major organic
dairy producing regions of the country in weekly
meetings to develop policy solutions focused on
making the organic dairy industry more sustainable

and to support producers farming with integrity.

With the recommendations from these coast-to-coast

farmers, Organic Farmers Association is advocating for
policy changes in Congress to support a future in

organic dairy farming.

In October, those efforts paid off and Senator Welch
(D-VT).introduced the O DAIRY Act that aims to

provide improved data collection, investments in

regional infrastructure for organic dairy producers, and
to set the wheels in motion for a functioning safety net

program for organic dairy producers.

PRODUCERS SUPPORT THE BILL

"This bill will provide for the collection of organic dairy
production data—the same type of data that has long
been compiled for conventional dairy”, says Kathie
Arnold, a co-owner/operator of Twin Oaks Dairy LLC in
Truxton, NY that has been producing organic milk for
25 years. “The data is as essential for organic dairy as it
is for conventional in providing a basis for good
decision-making and policy development.” Arnold also
states that “a lack of adequate processing facilities has
caused a loss of markets for organic dairy farms in some
regions of the country and this bill will provide support
for additional processing capacity. Without sufficient
processing plants, organic dairy farmer's milk cannot

reach the consumer.” @

Lillian Hawkins is Policy Director of Organic
Farmers Association. She ensures the policy
priorities of certified organic farmers are
represented in Washington, D.C.
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THE NEW OLPS RULE

By Harriet Behar
The long-awaited final animal welfare rule for mammalian

and avian livestock, the Organic Livestock and Poultry

Standards (OLPS) rule, was printed in the Federal Register

on Thursday, November 2, 2023. This rule has taken over a
decade to bring to the finish line with many hundreds of
hours of discussion and thousands of written public
comments. For many small and mid-sized farms and
ranches, there will not be many changes required to comply
with the new regulation, but for larger scale poultry, dairy,

beef, and swine there are some significant changes.

This rule clearly states that poultry must go outdoors into
areas that are at least 75% soil with vegetative covering
appropriate to the season and climate. Continuous
confinement of poultry indoors is prohibited. The use of
porches as “outdoor access” is now clearly prohibited from
being considered “outdoors" unless the porch is not
enclosed and the birds have access year round to the soil
and vegetated area. The USDA states that currently 70% of
the organic poultry in the U.S. do not have adequate
outdoor access, and have been meeting the regulations
through enclosed porches, with no access to the ground, as
their outdoor access. This new rule will bring much needed
clarity to the outdoor access requirement and consistency
to the organic poultry industry, providing consumers what

they expect from organic regardless of scale.

Poultry Animal Welfare Clarifications
The rule also clarifies and defines indoor and outdoor
stocking rates for various types of poultry. This clarity will
make it easier for organic certifiers to audit and verify
appropriate stocking density.
o There must be at least one linear foot of exit doors in a
poultry house for every 350 birds.
« Ammonia in hen houses can’t exceed 20 PPM, it must be
monitored weekly at the height of the bird’s head.
e Birds must have open doors to go outside when the

temperatures are between 32 and 90 degrees.

Look for a detailed comparison of all of the changes in
this rule on the OFA website in late 2023

o Beak trimming is narrowly defined and allowed, but
debeaking, dubbing (removing wattles and combs),
desnooding (removal of the turkey snood) and other
physical alterations on poultry have been clearly
prohibited.

Animal Welfare Clarifications
For all types of mammals and poultry, this new regulation
makes it clear that:

e Continuous confinement of any animal indoors is
prohibited.

e Continuous confinement of ruminants in yards, feeding
pads, or feedlots is prohibited.

e The pasture regulation is clarified, requiring ruminants
must be out on pasture when seasonally appropriate,
obtaining 30% of their nutrition from grazing.

e Humane euthanasiais described and required.

e Physical alterations such as cattle tail docking,
wattling, and mulesing (removal of skin from the

buttocks of sheep) are prohibited.

Many, but not all of the comments made by the Organic
Farmers Association were incorporated into the final rule.
Unfortunately, the definition of soil and the various
methods to be used to maintain vegetation in the outdoor
areas was not incorporated. More detailed requirements
for swine covering indoor and outdoor stocking rates,
ammonia testing, use of artificial light, and use of
management techniques to avoid physical alterations such

as tail docking were not included.

The Organic Farmers Association applauds that the USDA
requires implementation of this rule to be within one year
from November 2, 2023. This includes compliance with the
outdoor access and exit door requirements for poultry. In
the proposed rule, the USDA had offered a variety of
implementation dates, with 15 years as one of the options.
While OFA preferred a 3-year implementation for existing
operations concerning poultry outdoor access, 5 years is a

much better choice than 15 years.


https://www.federalregister.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/

INTRODUCING

OFA FARMER CIRCLES

WHAT’S A FARMER CIRCLE?

Organic Farmers Association believes that community
is at the heart of any movement. Farmer Circles are
intentional, intimate spaces of collective care where
farmers come together to find connection, support, and
inspiration. These meetings will not be recorded in
recognition of the need for protected space.

In many regions of the country, organic farmers can be
quite isolated. Without a local community of organic
farmers, farmers may feel very alone in their
agricultural experience and faced with added pressures
of pesticide drift, lack of organic processors, changing
markets, pest and disease pressures, discrimination,
etc.,, the Farmer Circles offer a place to build a
supportive community for what farmers need on a

regular basis.

We call these convenings Circles as symbolic
representation of the relationships we aim to establish
and maintain. Circles provide a non-hierarchical format,
allowing participants to share equally in the

conversation.

Farmer Circles meet via Zoom on a monthly basis and
are facilitated by farmers who identify with that Circle.
Participation is open to all farmers who are organic
curious, in transition, and already certified. OFA

membership is not required to participate.

Want to Get Involved?

Complete an interest form to
join any of the Farmer Circles

Currently, there are 6 Farmer Circles:

@ The General Farmer Circle
@ The Black Farmer Circle

@ The Latina/o/x Farmer Circle
@ The Queer Farmer Circle
@ The Asian Farmer Circle

@ The Indigenous Farmer Circle

If a Farmer Circle is not currently offered that interests

you, please email Racial Equity Project Manager Ryann

Monteiro at ryann@organicfarmersassociation.org.

Learn more about Farmer Circles here.
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CALL OFA’S
FARMER HELPLINE

armer HelpLine
to speak with our Farmer
Services Team
for support on organic
_practices, organic transition,

and overcofmng barriers to

HELPLINE
(833) 724-3834

-

GET EEHE-BEST
PRICE IFOR YQUR

Farmer to Farmer
" Conference
2023

November 4-6
Hutchinson Center
Belfast, Maine

MOFGA’s Farmer to Farmer
Conference is known for its
intimacy, in-depth treatment of
topics and profound discussions.
Our unique workshop session
format presents talks by both
agricultural service professionals
OCIA and farmers, and then opens up
Internatlo“al to a farmer discussion that capi-
ORGANIC CERTIFICATION SINCE 1985 talizes on the knowledge of all in
attendance.

- FAMILY OF COOPERATIVES
ORGANIC GROWN IN USA BE==

!
BECOME A
CO-OP MEMBER - WE
NEGOTIATE FOR YOU!

EXPERIENCE THE
BENEFITS OF
COOPERATIVE MARKETING

www.ofarm.org
marketing@ofarm.org
952-222-8013

o
g'-é LEARN MORE:
. WWw.ocia.org
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For more information
visit mofga.org.

Follow us on
Facebook and Instagram


https://www.ofarm.org/
https://mofgacertification.org/
https://www.ccof.org/

~

NORTHEAST ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCERS ALLIANCE

NODPA provides education, resources, advocacy and discussion for
organic dairy family farmers throughout the Northeast.

For more information about NODPA, NODPA Field Days, Odairy
discussions, what's happening in Washington, and other resources
available for organic dairy family farmers, visit www.NODPA.com

The Integrity of the USDA Organic Program Is in a Precarious Position

The futures of organic family farms across the country are at stake, but so is consumer
trust and the integrity of the organic seal. No matter the miles between our dairies,
the challenges are the same. NODPA will ensure there is consistent implementation of
organic regulations to ensure a fair and level playing field for all dairies.

Since 1979, the Ohio Ecological
Food and Farm Association serves
thousands of organic and sustainable
farmers and consumers. Made by
farmers for farmers, OEFFA:

* Provides technical support and
education on sustainable agriculture
" Certifies operations as organic

- Offers workshops, farm tours, and a
_renowned annual conference

Builds relationships through member-led
chapters, mentorship, and networking

(614) 421-2022 | ceffa@oeffa.org | oeffa.org

rrh... i ™
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NATIONAL ORGANIC
STANDARDS BOARD
SPRING MEETING

Dy ¥
....

—

Farmers’ Voices
are Important

NOSB'’s spring public
meeting will be here before
we know it and comment
registration will
open soon!

The meeting is free, open
to the public, and no

Apr. 29 - May 1, 2024 registration is required.
® ’
LU0 G ek The meeting will also be

broadcast live via Zoom.
Get Meeting Details
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/event/national-organic-standards-board-nosb-meeting-milwaukee-wi

FEATURE

A Review

By Harriet Behar

The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) was

designed to include the voices of many stakeholders,

including public input, with an emphasis on being
responsive to the needs of organic farmers. The National
Organic Standards Board meetings, which happen twice
each year, need strong organic farmer representation to
keep the program rooted in the realities you face on your
farm or ranch. As the organic movement matures, there
are powerful corporate interests that seek to build in
loopholes and at times, make it difficult for family-scale
farmers to remain viable. Organic farmers are by far the
largest constituency of certified organic producers in the
U.S. (69% of U.S. certified operations are farms), but are a
very small percentage of those who seek to influence the

regulations through public comments.

THE PROCESS
At the recent NOSB October meeting, there were two

public comment webinars through Zoom, and three days
of in-person NOSB meetings in Rhode Island where the
Board discussed public input and voted on numerous
proposals.

The comments and NOSB discussions culminate with a
formal recommendation to the National Organic Program
(NOP) and eventually end up as regulation. It's very

interesting to hear the various viewpoints

Fall NOSB Meeting

and influences that go into these discussions that affect
what materials you can use for fertility or pest control,
as well as the methods of production mandated by the
rules. The NOSB has a unique place among USDA
advisory boards. For example, no material can be
approved or denied use in organic production, unless it
has been reviewed and voted upon by the NOSB. Under
the “sunset” provision in the organic law, every material
on the National List must be reviewed and approved to
remain on the list every five years. The NOP cannot put
new materials on the National List without this NOSB

review and approval.

ORAL COMMENTS SUMMARY
Two items not on the NOSB agenda did have a

significant amount of written and oral comments with no
specific path determined at this meeting for fixing these
issues. Inerts used in pesticide formulations are
currently allowed, but the National List refers to an
obsolete EPA list. The NOSB and NOP have struggled
for over a decade to determine a better method for
allowing more than 130 “inert” materials on organic
land, some more benign than others. In addition, there
were also numerous comments from consumers, asking
the NOP to stop allowing hydroponic production to

carry the organic label.
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The Organic Farmers Association, as well as other organic
groups, agree that hydroponic production should not be
labeled as organic. It is inconsistent with the Organic
Foods Production Act and ignores many of the

requirements soil-based organic farmers must follow.

PROVIDENCE, RI MEETING OF THE BOARD

The meeting started with two discussions of interest to
organic producers. First, numerous groups in the
Northeast who are funded under the USDA'’s Transition
to Organic Partnership Program (TOPP) gave reports on
their many activities to grow the pool of organic farmers
across the Northeast. Second, a good conversation
between NOSB members and the Risk Management
Agency explored a variety of crop insurance
improvements recognizing the unique challenges faced by

organic farmers.

MATERIALS FOR ORGANIC USE

Livestock Materials: The materials on the livestock list

were all reapproved for 5 years. During the discussion on
vaccines, the NOSB made it clear that GMO vaccines are
included in the re-approval of vaccines for the National
List. This is the one exception for Excluded Methods
allowed in organic because vaccines are important for
animal health and the broad majority of vaccines on the
market use genetically engineered technology. It was
acknowledged that certifiers vary in their interpretation
of whether phosphoric acid needs to be rinsed after use in
dairy operations, and the NOSB is going to develop a
system to review and improve annotations in the coming
months.

Crops Materials: The crops subcommittee voted to keep
all materials up for sunset review on the National List.
Two items with significant discussion were paper and
plastic mulches: paper for mulch and compost feedstocks
and plastic for mulch and coverings. Many papers now
contain plastic. Leaching of PFAS and phthalates into soil
is a concern, as well as microplastics contaminating soil

and water.
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The Board expressed concern of the long-term
sustainability of plastics such as: reliance on fossil fuels
for manufacture, soil erosion issues, microplastics in
soil and water, and single-season plastic covers and
mulches filling up landfills. The Board also discussed
the multiple benefits plastics provide, and the
challenges of finding economical alternatives. In the
end, the NOSB voted to continue to allow both paper
and plastic mulch, and keep these materials on the
National List. Other materials under sunset review that
were voted to relist for another five years include:
alcohols, newspaper, sulfurs, lime, and liquid fish
products.

Processing/Handling Materials: There were no changes

to handling materials on the National List; all materials
under sunset were voted to be relisted for another five

years.

RESIDUE TESTING

The Board discussed where in the supply chain and
how much pesticide residue testing should be done on
organic crops. They discussed the importance of
continued support for organic transition and how that
needs to be matched with efforts to grow the organic
markets. Final proposals on those two areas are due in
the spring.

GPS FIELD/PARCEL COORDINATES

Based on feedback from oral and written comments,
the NOSB modified the proposal mandating GPS
coordinates for all farm and facility locations in organic
system plans to allow certifiers to use a variety of
different methods for identification; they passed the

amended recommendation.



https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Organic%20Foods%20Production%20Act%20of%201990%20(OFPA).pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Organic%20Foods%20Production%20Act%20of%201990%20(OFPA).pdf

NEW & FUTURE NOSB WORK

AGENDA ITEMS

Compost & Compost Feedstocks: Two items have been
added to the NOSB work agenda. The crops
subcommittee will be reviewing the definition of compost

and compost feedstocks. The prescriptive nature of the
current rule can be a barrier to some and compost
feedstocks are not clearly defined.

Inerts: The NOSB will continue working with the public

comments and the NOP to address inerts present in
pesticide formulations used on organic crops and land.
Without the EPA providing this analysis of inerts, it is
difficult to identify how to tackle this issue.

Annotations: The Board committed to working with the
NOP to develop a better mechanism to address the need
to add, remove, or change annotations to items on the
National List. At this time, these annotations cannot be
changed when the material is being reviewed for sunset,
and the NOSB would like to develop a way to allow the
change when the Board and public are giving these
materials a higher degree of scrutiny than at other times.

Organic Animal Welfare Criteria for Swine: The final
Organic Livestock & Poultry Standards Rule (OLPS) that
was announced on Wednesday, October 25 at the

meeting, failed to address animal welfare standards for
swine. OFA and other advocacy groups identified that
this animal group was left out of the organic animal
welfare standards, and some organic swine producers
participate in additional animal welfare standards to

supplement their organic certification.

The Board discussed whether or not to add organic swine
production to their work agenda as requested by OFA.
They seemed unsure if there was a market for organic

pork, and did not feel this was a priority.

All of the proposals and discussion documents from all
NOSB meetings are posted online. @

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

Farmer voices are important to the NOSB process! It’s
easy to testify to the NOSB, and OFA can help you
bring your on-farm concerns to the volunteer board

working for you!

THE BASICS: Oral comments are no more than 3
minutes (one page written) and shared via Zoom. You
can give your testimony from the field, tractor, or at

home.

REGISTER: About 6-8 weeks ahead of the meeting you
must register to testify. Visit the NOSB Meetings page

to register and indicate your availability.

SCHEDULE: The NOSB will send a schedule prior to
the meeting with your approximate 3 minute time slot.
OFA will have staff on the call, so if you are not able to
listen the whole time, we can let you know when it's

almost your turn.

PRACTICE: Practice your comments out loud ahead of
time to make sure you come in under 3 minutes and

sound clear and confident.

QUESTIONS: The Board likes to ask farmers questions,
so be prepared to answer questions based on your
experience. This is a great way to give more than 3

minutes of input. OFA can help you prepare!

OFA'’s Farmer Services Team is here to support you.
We'd be happy to talk with you about your ideas and
concerns, and how to give effective public comment at
the upcoming spring meeting.

Please call the Farmer HelpLine at 1-833-724-3834, or
email Farmer Services Director Julia Barton at
julia@organicfarmersassociation.org for more

information or to get involved.

Harriet Behar is OFA's Farmer Services
Consultant, and serves on the Governing
Council and Policy Committee. She has been
involved with federal, state, and local policy
advocacy for over 30 years. She runs organic
Sweet Springs Farm in Gays Mills, Wisconsin.



https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/10/25/usda-publishes-new-standards-organic-livestock-and-poultry
http://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/nosb
http://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/nosb
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/nosb/meetings
mailto:julia@organicfarmersassociation.org

Organic Winter Conferences

FIELD DAYS,
WORKSHOPS AND
OTHER EVENTS ARE
HAPPENING NOW.

PLEASESEE THE LIST OF EVENTS

The Transition to
Organic Partnership
Program (TOPP)

is a network assembled
by the USDA's National
Organic Program to
support transitioning
and organic producers

AT ORGANICTRANSITION.ORG/
REGION/NORTHWEST/EVENTS

with mentorship
and technical assistance.

A
SUPRORT . PARTMERSHIP . o

carolina farm <
stewardship association

Celebrating 45 years of working in NC & SC for a just and
equitable food system that's good for growers, good for
consumers, and good for the land.

Join us Nov 11-13 for the Sustainable Agriculture Conference, and the
Organic Commodities and Livestock Conference spring 2024 in
NC’s Triangle area. Find details on our website;

www.carolinafarmstewards.org

NOFA-NH's

99nd Annual Winter Conference

A HOLISTIC FOOD SYSTEM FUTURE

Farms, Community, & Environment

February 10, 2024 | Southern NH University

Visit www.nofanh.org/winterconference to learn more & register!

45TH ANNUAL OEFFA CONFERENCE

CULTIVATING CARL

FEDRUARTY I5-17 - NEWARK. OHIO

e
En e

Organic Seed
Commons

A community of seed people.
Sawing ideas, growing what's good.

Learn, connect, and grow at
OrganicSeedCommons.org

seed

ALLIANCE

SAVE THE DATE!
35TH MARBLESEED ORGANIC
FARMING CONFERENCE
Feb.22-24,2024

e

LEARN MORE AT:
MARBLESEED.ORG/CONFERENCE

Deganie Tssociation of Wentueky

A N N U A L % wlusétug:.rﬂs:ﬁé
FADMING ®/;-h WIWW.DAK-KY.ORG
CONFERENCE AK e
FRANKFORT, KY

WINTER PRODUCTION. SEED SAVING
ALLEY CROPPING. SMALL GRAINS.
CLIMATE RISK MANAGEMENT

SOL MICROBIOME

JANUARY 25-27, 2024
KEYNOTES: ARDIS AND HENRY CREWS

GREEN RUBAL REDEVELOPMENT ORGAMZATION (CRED)

WORKSHOPS: WHOLE FADM PLANMING - LAURA LENGNECK
SHALL FRUITS § COVER CROPING § HIGH TUNYEL PRODUCTION

marketing for all organic
for Relationship Marketing grain farmers

OFARM Annual Meeting
FEBRUARY 22, 2024
LaCrosse, WI
Join us in person or virtually
Contact: Marketing@OFARM.ORG

Previous guest speakers included: USDA — National Organic
Program; National Organic Coalition; Marbleseed; and more.
Go to https://www.ofarm.org/events for updates.

OFARM.ORG RGN GROWNIH

Organic Farmers Agency A family of cooperative
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https://marbleseed.org/events/organic-farming-conference
https://www.nofanh.org/nofawinterconference
https://www.oak-ky.org/annual-conference
https://conference.oeffa.org/
https://www.ofarm.org/events
https://www.organicseedcommons.org/
https://www.organictransition.org/

2024 ANNUAL POLICY
DEVELOPMENT SURVEY

Make Your

Voice
Count!

This survey is available online, or you may print these 2 pages & mail to OFA by February 10, 2024.

PLEASE SELECT THE OPTION THAT BEST
DESCRIBES YOU:

[ ] 1am a certified organic farmer.

[ ] I'work for or serve in a leadership role
with an organic farm organization.

[ ] oOther (please specify)

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE ORGANIC
FARMERS ASSOCIATION?

[ Yes INo

PLEASE SELECT THE REGION IN WHICH
YOUR FARM/ORGANIZATION RESIDES:

CALIFORNIA

WEST (AK, HI, WA, OR, NV, AZ, ID,
UT, NM, MT, WY, CO, KS)

NORTH CENTRAL (ND, SD, NE, MN,
A, WI)

MIDWEST (MO, IL, IN, MI, OH, PA)
SOUTH (TX, OK, AR, LA, MS, AL, GA,
FL, SC, NC, TN, KY, VA, WV, MD,
Territories)

[ ] NORTHEAST (NY, VT, NH, ME, MA, RI,
CT, NJ, DE)

I A

SMALL/LOW-RISK FARM CERTIFICATION:
Would you support the possibility of
creating (with the NOP, certifiers, and other
organic organizations) a small-farm or low-
risk farm certification that is cheaper, less
paperwork, and targeted for small low-risk

organic farms? | | ves [ I No

CROP INSURANCE: Do you use crop
insurance for your organic or transitioning

acres? [ | Yes " I No

YOUR POLICY PRIORITIES

Please SELECT THE TOP THREE policy issues you think
should be the HIGHEST PRIORITIES for Organic
Farmers Association:

| ] Access to Affordable Land

] Affordable Certification Solutions for small & mid-
size low-risk operations

__| Animal Welfare

| ] Beginning Farmer Support

| ] Climate Change

| ] Contamination (Pesticide, PFAS, GMO drift)

[ ] Crop Insurance Improvements for Organic Producers

| | Dismantling Organic Corporate Consolidation

[ ] Demanding that if the USDA insists on certifying
hydroponic production, they write standards.

] Ensuring the Strengthening Organic Enforcement
(SOE) Rule does not fall on the backs of farmers

| ] Expanded Organic Research

[ ] Increasing Organic Farmer Diversity (Supporting
more diverse farmers)

"l Labor & Immigration

| ] National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) issues and
agenda

[ ] NOP Enforcement to Ensure Organic Integrity

| ] NRCS: EQIP, CSP, CRP Programs for extended
organic support

| ] Organic Dairy Standards & Enforcement

|| Organic Import Fraud

| ] Organic Liaison at USDA

| ] Organic Production Market and Data Initiatives

] Prohibiting Hydroponics in Organic Production

| Prohibiting Sodium Nitrate in Organic Production

[ ] Public Seeds & Breeds Research

] Water: Clean Water, Access, Etc.

| | Other (please specify):
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SUBMIT YOUR POLICY POSITIONS FOR POLICY COMMITTEE REVIEW

If you have identified a new needed policy position or a needed change to an existing OFA policy for
the OFA Policy Committee to consider, please submit your policy concern(s) below. Please be specific.

POLICY PROPOSAL #1

Recommended OFA Policy Position (Example: OFA SUPPORTS strengthening USDA import inspection,
review, and testing protocols to ensure organic label integrity.):

This policy is important because:

| have more ideas about this. Please contact me so | can help! [ ] Yes [ ] No

POLICY PROPOSAL #2

Recommended OFA Policy Position (Example: OFA SUPPORTS strengthening USDA import inspection,
review, and testing protocols to ensure organic label integrity.):

This policy is important because:

| have more ideas about this. Please contact me so | can help! | Yes [ ] No

NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Your policy positions and priorities will be kept confidential RETURN COMPLETED
and only shared as a group. If you have expert knowledge for SURVEYS TO:
a policy position, OFA may reach out to you for more info.

Organic Farmers Assoc.

Name

PO Box 709
Farm Name/Org Spirit Lake, IA 51360
Address
Town State Zip N ORGANIC FARMERS
Email j- ASSOCIATION
Phone

My preferred way to communicate is: phone [ | email [ ]



' Financing
= the regenerative
rgfx’O[Z{HO?Z. GET FUNDS FASTER.
c A P ITA L Secure working capital and lines

: of eredit in as few as 5 days. No
ma:dC&plta.]_.C ol waiting around for what you

need to get to work.

FINANCING BUILT FOR ORGANIC
AND TRANSITIONING FARMERS. FARMER FRIENDLY LOANS.

Get clear, customized terms

Mad Capital offers customized, long-term ; .
based on your unique operation

financing .f01 far mer s.a,t all stages of their or transition plan. Lower rates
regenerative organic journey. Apply for and longer terms than
working capital, mortgages, transition traditional lenders.

loans, and more.

FAIR FLEXIBLE PAYMENTS.

ALL WITH A TEAM DEDICATED Tailor fit the payment schedule

TO YOUR SUCCESS. of your loan to the cash flow of
your farm with interest-only
payment options.

Call, text or email a Mad Advisor to learn more.
ALEX BRUBAKER | 312-914 - 1578 | ALEX@MADCAPITAL.COM

Oi—hev brand

“Ask You Plants

CALL802.223.6049 OR VISIT VERMONTCOMPOST.COM
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Rincon-Vitova

Insectarles, Ine.

Biological Solutions for Pest Management

Aphid Control

Ant Control Fly Control

800-248-BUGS » 805-643-5407
Ventura, CA

rinconvitova.com

SUSTAINAR
AGRICULTURE

RESEARCH. EDUCATION
& POLICY

Iz
L
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From People Committed to
Regenerative Agriculture
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\- 800.352.5247 | ALSEED.COM

A good label brings your
customers back for more!

We design and print labels for farm
products including beverages,
cheese, fruit, meat, pickles, salad
greens, yogurt and vegetables.

Ask us about bar codes, nutrition

facts, or USDA label approval.

Are you looking for great value and
responsive customer service?

Contact us today:

1-800-693-1572
info@growersdiscountlabels.com

DOWNLOAD FREE CATALOG
www.growersdiscountlabels.com

T e

TRANSFORM
Y& UReSeE -

With a No-Compromise®
Certified Organic Mattress

Indulge in thedluxurious comfort
of sustainably harvested materials
like certified organic cotton

and wool. All with the peace of
mind that comes with knowing
Naturepedic doesn't use flame
retardants or other harmful

& -

materials found in pelyurethane
foam mattresses. Choosing safer, _
healthier sleep doesn't have to
come at the expense of your
comfort or the planet.

= e [ |
— \_/

NATUREPEDIC

Gl ARk AU i
STILL FARMER-LED.
STILL ROOTED IN ORGANIC.

DRI II N NI

Midwest Organic &
Sustainable Education
Service (MOSES) is now
Marbleseed.

a
b

MARBLESEED.ORG

Learn more


https://www.rinconvitova.com/
http://www.growersdiscountlabels.com/
https://alseed.com/
https://www.michaelfields.org/
https://www.naturepedic.com/
http://www.mosesorganic.org/sign-up

ORGANIC FARMERS ASSOCIATION
BUILDING A STRONG ORGANIC FARMER VOICE

PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION

Name (Primary Contact)

Farm Name:

Address:
City: State: Zip:
Mobile #: Other Phone:
Email: Email 2:
Website:

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
This Annual Membership is a: New Membership Renewal
MEMBERSHIP TYPE

Certified Organic Farmer Supporter Organization ($250)

ONE TIME GIFT This Annual Membership Option will expire in one year.

$25 $50 $75 $250 $500 Other$

Check here to Auto-renew so that your membership is always valid

MONTHLY PLEDGE This membership will ensure your membership is always current.

click to
JOIN

PAYMENT ONLINE

MEMBERSHIP
MAIL TO: Organic Farmers Association
DONATION PO BOX 709

Spirit Lake, 1A 51360

TOTAL

CREDIT CARD CHECK ENCLOSED (Payabe to: Organic Farmers Association)

CCit: Exp: / CVV#:

OFA is a 501(c)(5) nonprofit organization. Donations to OFA may be used for lobbying activities and do not qualify for charitable gift tax deduction. If you'd like charitable
gift tax deduction, you donate to OFA through our fiscal sponsor, Rodale Institute, a 501¢3 nonprofit. Your donation to OFA will be designated in a restricted fund & used for OFA
education work in line with Rodale Institute’'s charitable mission. Charitable donations are ONLY accepted by check. Checks must be made out to Rodale Institute, and include
“Organic Farmers Association” in the check’s Memo Line.
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