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OFA represents certified organic farmers' priorities
and policy positions in Washington, D.C.
The 2023 Farm Bill will be designed this year.

Join OFA to give farmers a strong voice.
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President's

Letter

When | sat down to write my letter to you, we were getting a
good soaking morning rain. Not too heavy but enough to wet
the soil and seep into the ground. August was a bit wetter than
usual, we didn’t have to irrigate as much in the gardens. Maine
generally gets enough water; either in snowfall or rain but this
summer we were about 7” below average for the late
spring/early summer. You wouldn’t know it to look at our
landscape, the trees are green and the fields are green but
anywhere that hasn’t been irrigated looks pretty brown or has
suffered from lack of water. There won’t be much of a second
crop of hay this year.

When | moved to Maine after almost five years working on
farms on the west coast years ago, | thought “great, I'm back in
the east and don’t need to worry about water!” Well since
then we’ve put in two wells and a pond. Luckily, we received
some cost-share funding from the Maine Department of
Agriculture so now we have a reliable water source when
needed, up to a point.

It used to be that late July and early August were the driest
periods. The weather is usually hot (at least for us Mainers)
and there isn't much precipitation except for an occasional
thunderstorm. This year and last though, the spring started
out dry and stayed dry through much of the growing season.
That’s hard on farms with a limited water supply who are used
to using irrigation to get through two to four weeks of dry
weather to now need a water supply for two to three months.

The crazy thing though is that I've also seen summers lately
when it doesn’t seem to stop raining and getting fieldwork
done is really difficult. | don’t like fields that resemble
chocolate pudding, and neither did my tractors or our
workers.

| don't mean to complain; | know many folks in
other parts of the country have had it much worse
with extreme drought, fires but also excessive rain
and floods, in some cases in the same areas within
weeks of each other. | think most farmers have
gotten to a point where we recognize the changing
weather patterns and can accept that our climate
may be changing. The Federal Government is
putting money toward climate change, some of it
going to agriculture conservation, including
organic.

At Organic Farmers Association, we believe that
organic farming with its dependence on crop
rotation, green manuring, and soil building can and
should be a leader in how to approach mitigating
climate change and the detrimental effects of
weather extremes. As we move into a midterm
election and anticipate a new farm bill in the next
year or so OFA will continue to advocate for
organic farming as an important part of our future,
the future of agriculture, and our country’s ability
to grow our food. Thank you for being a member
and for farming the way you do!

Sincerely,

Dol (i
David Colson, President
New Leaf Farm, Durham, Maine
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Growing the organic
movement through
rigorous research, farmer
training, and consumer

education since 1947,

BECAUSE THE FUTURE IS ORGANIC.
Rodalelnstitute.org

WE SUPPORT ORGANIC
FARMERS ASSOCIATION

(and our organic farmers!)
as we work together to heal
people and the planet.

FARMER RESOURCES:

* Rodale Institute Organic Crop Consulting
Services available nationwide:
Rodalelnstitute.org/Consulting

* Digital webinars, online courses,
and other educational resources:
Rodalelnstitute.org/Education

* Research Updates:
Rodalelnstitute.org/Science
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B ri n g i n g In?erested !n free
Ma rket information?

To learn more visit

I n te I I i g ence tO mercaris.com/farmers.

Sustainable 12
Ag riCUItu re How do | access

resources?

Signupfora
complimentary account.

(3

You're all set!

Mercaris provides up-to-date
and accurate information on
the organic and non-GMO
commodities marketplaces.

You now have access to

free data for organic
and non-GMO farmers.

Auctions, via the Mercaris

trading platform, allow St;ae“
organic commodities brokers,

code to
buyers, and sellers to meet learn

online and trade physical & nore!
commodities in real time.

@ 312.423.1875 ] www.mercaris.com
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OFA POLICY

FALL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

By, Patty Lovera, Policy Director

PROGRESS ON STALLED
ORGANIC STANDARDS!

Animal Welfare: After years of delay, including
lawsuits triggered by the USDA'’s decision not to finish
an earlier proposal, the Organic Livestock and Poultry
Standards (OLPS) proposed rule is finally moving! In

early August, the USDA released a proposed rule to

update the organic standards for how livestock are

raised. The proposed rule would not allow porches in
chicken houses to qualify as outdoor access but does
request input from the public on how long it should
give current operations to come into compliance with
tighter standards. OFA is doing an in-depth analysis of
the proposed rule and will share more details about
what topics need farmer input during the public
comment period. The comment period will be open

until early October.

Strengthening Organic Enforcement: Another rule
that will help to detect and prevent fraud in organic
supply
Enforcement (SOE) rule, is also moving through the

chains, the Strengthening Organic
review process. In August, the USDA sent the final

SOE rule to the White House for review. This is the

final version of the proposed rule that was open for public
comment during the summer of 2020. Once the White
House review process is complete, the USDA can publish

the final rule.

CONGRESS INJECTS FUNDING INTO
CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

After more than a year of stops and starts, the Inflation
Reduction Act was signed into law in August. The new law
is a large spending package that covers prescription drug
costs, corporate tax rates, and climate change, including a

historic infusion of money into several USDA

conservation programs. The law
was passed using a special
procedure, referred to as budget

reconciliation, that bypasses the

s normal requirement of 60 votes
T“Em in the Senate. This means it was
- passed with only Democratic

et Bl Teenl e

votes.
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The Inflation Reduction Act will provide $18.1 billion
over four years for several USDA conservation programs,
including the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
and the Conservation Stewardship Program, with a focus
on practices that address climate change. It would also
provide $2 billion over several years for the Rural Energy
for America Program to provide loans and grants to
agricultural producers and rural businesses for
renewable energy systems. Organic is mentioned as one
of many purposes for increased conservation spending,
and OFA will be working with our allies to make sure that
USDA uses this new funding in ways that work for organic

farmers.

This increased funding for conservation programs has
also triggered a lot of debate about how it will impact the
next Farm Bill. The current Farm Bill expires in 2023, and
Congress has started the process of debating what should
be in the next version of the bill. With the new funding
provided by the reconciliation bill, the process of writing
the Farm Bill could provide another opportunity for
Congress to instruct the USDA on how to focus

conservation program funding and priorities.

This summer, OFA worked with our allies in the organic
community to refine our Farm Bill proposals, on fixing
organic certification cost-share, supporting organic
research, tackling fraud in organic supply chains, and
other issues. We will be releasing a list of priorities for the
next Farm Bill this fall.

ANNUAL SPENDING BILLS SUPPORT
ORGANIC PROGRAMS

Congress is also slowly moving through the process of
completing the annual spending bills for federal agencies
like the USDA. These “appropriations” bills happen every

2

year in a very prescribed process.

In the appropriations bills that have been drafted for the
USDA for Fiscal Year 2023 (which starts on October 1st),
organic programs are faring well so far. In July, the full
House passed a bill that would increase funding for the
National Organic Program and included language to
direct the NOP to strengthen its enforcement of organic
soil health requirements. At the end of July, the Senate
Appropriations Committee released their draft bill,
which also included an increase in funding for the NOP
and good report language encouraging the USDA to
focus on enforcement. The bill still has to be passed by
the full Senate, and then any differences between the
House and Senate versions will have to be reconciled. It
is unlikely that Congress will get all of these steps
completed before the October 1st deadline, and will have
to pass an extension to let federal agencies continue to

run on this year’s budget levels.

USDA SUPPORT FOR ORGANIC
TRANSITION

On June 1st, Agriculture Secretary Vilsack gave a speech
on the USDA'’s plans to transform the American food
system, focusing on increasing resilience in food supply
chains. One of the plans he announced was for USDA to
establish a program, funded with $300 million, to assist
farms that are transitioning to organic certification. On
August 22nd, USDA released more details on the Organic
Transition Initiative, which will provide $300 million to

three areas.




0 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

$100 million for “wrap around technical assistance” for
farms going through the transition process. The USDA
plans to “build partnership networks in six regions across
the U.S. with trusted local organizations serving direct
farmer training, education, and outreach activities...The
organizations will connect transitioning farmers with
mentors, building paid mentoring networks to share

practical insights and advice.”

e CONSERVATION &

CROP INSURANCE

$100 million for direct assistance to farmers through
conservation and crop insurance programs. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service will develop a new
organic management conservation practice standard and

offer financial and technical assistance to producers who

implement the practice, and increase

organic expertise at each of its regional technology
support centers. USDA will also create a new Transitional
and Organic Grower Assistance Program at the Risk
Management Agency, which will support transitioning
and certain certified organic producers’ participation in
crop insurance, including coverage of a portion of their

insurance premium.

e ORGANIC SUPPLY CHAINS

$100 million to improve organic supply chains. USDA will
focus on key organic markets where the need for
domestic supply is high, or where additional processing
and distribution capacity is needed for more robust
organic supply chains. More details on this initiative will

be released later this year. @

Patty Lovera is Policy Director of
Organic Farmers Association.
She makes sure that the policy

priorities of certified organic
farmers are represented in
Washington, D.C.
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2022 ORGANIC CERTIFICATION FEE
REIMBURSEMENT: APPLY BY OCT 31

ORGANIC CERTIFICATION COST
SHARE PROGRAM (OCCSP)

This is the standard Organic Cost Share program that
reimburses farmers and processors up to 50% (max. $500)
for each certification category (Crops, Livestock, Wild

Crops, Processing). If you are certified for multiple
categories you can be reimbursed up to $500 for each.

All ESA county offices will process this program & some
certifiers or state agencies do. Provide a receipt of your
certification fee payment and proof of certification.
Contact your certifier for the needed documentation.

CLICK FOR MORE INFO

ORGANIC AND TRANSITIONAL

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATION

PROGRAM (OTECP)

This program will reimburse up to 25% ($250) per
category (Crops, Livestock, Wild Crops & Processing) for
2022 certification fees AND reimburse for education (did

you attend a conference?), soil tests, and myriad costs
related to organic transition (up to $750 for transition).

This program is only available at your FSA office. 2022
expenses (10/1/2021 - 9/30/2022) with receipts must be
submitted before Oct 31.

CLICK FOR MORE INFO
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* More economical dilution ratio versus competitors - 1 to 16
* For use in and around food crop and non-crop areas

- Non-selective, post emergence, broad spectrum weed Killer
« Effective over a wide range of environmental conditions

* Does not harm the environment or water supplies

* For organic production and glyphosate free

* For agricultural and non-agricultural use

* For annual and perennial usage

- Working with organic farmers since 2007

Using a natural citrus oil base, this non-selective herbicide kills a broad spectrum of weeds and
unwanted grasses naturally and quickly. Its main ingredient is d-Limonene and it is for use in
organic production around both food crop and non-crop areas.

Evaluation of Avenger Ag Optima for Burndown Control of Weeds

When tested against herbicides made from vinegar .
(acetic acid), citric acid or essential oils, AG Oplima® .
is more effective with quicker results. Itis an economical | -
alternative to hand weeding, flaming, mowing, cultivation
and other natural herbicides.

[ess— Avangar Ag Cpsms #Saral [ ———— [FPPT————

ORDER TODAY! CALL (470) 955_3207 Figure 1. Evaluation of percent total weed damage in plots from 1 to 5 days after application,

NS

:-i%@'@ www.bio-domegroup.com - (470) 955-3207
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Accord,N’I(Q at Hudson Valley Seed Co.

Ronnie Baugh Tractor
is the one you can always depend on.

Steven Crist at Hudson Valley
Seed uses Ronnie Baugh for

field prep, transplanting, and
cultivating.

“Thank you so much Horace.
Truly amazing and vital work

horace@cleberllc.com you have done."

(256) 655-8792
www.RonnieTractors.com

HORSE TRACTOR,

— Steven Crist.

CERTIFICATION SERVICES

FLAT FEE STRUCTURE

No % of sales is charged to farmers

A good label brings your
customers back for more!

We design and print labels for farm
products including beverages,
cheese, fruit, meat, pickles, salad
greens, yogurt and vegetables.

Ask us about bar codes, nutrition
facts, or USDA label approval.

Are you looking for great value and
responsive customer service?

Contact us today:

1-800-693-1572
info@growersdiscountlabels.com

DOWNLOAD FREE CATALOG
www.growersdiscountlabels.com

S’ 24 hours customer service response

r” EFFICIENT PAPERWORK

“ Efficient and Common Sense

< FARMER'S MINDSET

All our staff have farming backgrounds
E BUNDLED AUDITING
CAPABILITY

Ph 574-971-8479
Fax 574-971-5424
Goshen, IN

www.onmarkcertification.com

4>";-'N ,q,RTl‘-"-'P":\

Use OFA10 for 10% OFF!
www.janiesmill.com
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PROPOSED
ANIMAL
WELFARE
STANDARDS

PUBLIC COMMENTS
NEEDED BY OCT 11

Written By,
Harriet Behar

Even though the NOP organic
standards state that all organic livestock
should have access to the outdoors, an
opportunity to express their natural
behavior and have living conditions that
lessen stress to promote health and
well-being, these rules have not been
universally implemented by all USDA
organic operations. Large organic
poultry operations have provided small
“porches” and have convinced the NOP
and certifiers that this is the same as
providing outdoor access. Operations
that do provide outdoor access, with
living vegetation, shade, food and water
have a significant economic investment
that others have avoided. The NOP has
acknowledged that there has been a
“market failure” with many organic
producers providing quality humane
living conditions and others mirror
standard confined animal practices,

creating confusion in the marketplace.

ORGANIC VOICE |12



The Obama administration published a final rule in
January 2017 to make organic regulations more in
line with other animal welfare certifications. The
Trump administration withdrew the rule later that
same year, and it was not implemented. In the past
five years and prior to 2017, many organic livestock
producers have felt the need to pay for additional
animal welfare certifications, to differentiate
themselves from other organic operations and more
clearly communicate to consumers the humane

aspects of their operations.

TAKE ACTION

The newly proposed Organic Livestock and Poultry
Standards is very similar to the January 2017 version.
Farmers can have a significant impact on what this
final regulation will look like by submitting comments
to the USDA Agriculture Marketing Service (AMS) by
October 11, 2022. Giving examples of how you
currently meet the standards, or inconsistencies
between you and other operations that you believe is
damaging to the integrity of the organic label and
your specific operation can be useful in convincing
the NOP to strengthen this proposed rule. Thanking
the NOP for the many areas of the rule that are well
written, is also a good idea. You can find the
regulation and how to submit public comments at:
https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/AMS-
NOP-21-0073-0001.

=
(SusmiTy)

SOME PROBLEMS WITH THE RULE

% IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE: A significant
difference between the 2017 version and the 2022
version of this rule, is a proposed implementation
timeline for avian outdoor access. The NOP has
proposed either a 5-year or 15-year implementation
timeframe for operations currently certified as
organic. Many organic advocacy groups have spoken
out against both the 5- and 15-year implementation
timeframe. It can be argued that to be fair to all crop
and livestock operations that make investments and
capital improvements when they transition to
organic, providing a three-year “transition” to
providing true outdoor access is the only fair way to
approach this implementation. The NOP should
prioritize the majority of organic livestock operations
that for years have upheld humane animal standards
to provide outdoor access and allow animals to
express their natural instincts, and have suffered
unfair competition with operations that do not
provide their poultry meaningful outdoor access.
Rapid implementation is needed to remedy this

situation as quickly as possible.

% NATURAL LIGHT REQUIREMENT: Birds should
not be allowed to be kept in darkness during the
daytime. This statement from the 2017 version was
removed: Natural light must be sufficient indoors on
sunny days so that the inspector can read and write
when all lights are turned off. Confinement raised
ducks are commonly kept in dimly lit or dark
conditions in buildings with no windows. Numerous
humane animal standards require sufficient natural
light during the day along with artificial light of
limited duration as the days get shorter. Organic
farmers advocating for improvement in this area can
make a difference.

ORGANICFARMERSASSOCIATION.ORG |13
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% VEGETATIVE COVER OF OUTDOOR ACCESS:
The new regulation only requires half the outdoor
access area to be soil and that soil should have
“maximal vegetative cover” appropriate for the
season, climate, geography, and species of livestock.
This is another area where more specificity is needed.
What does “maximal vegetative cover” look like on
your farm? What do you do to promote healthy
height and density to provide a quality forage area?
Rotation, renovation, reseeding, and irrigation are
used to provide lush vegetation that provides for
healthy livestock as well as protection of soil and
water quality. Areas of gravel and concrete should be
limited to areas of high usage or possible erosion,
such as right next to the doors, at roof driplines,
walkways, and food and water areas. The vegetated
area needs to be as close as possible to the building,
and not be around the corner of the building where
the birds might never use it. The vegetation should be
managed in a way so it can regenerate and not

permanently be denuded.

* TEMPERATURE: As written now, the birds can be
temporarily confined inside when the outside
temperature is below 40 degrees and above 90
degrees Fahrenheit. Most birds can tolerate a larger
temperature range. In many areas of the country, this
keeps the birds confined for a significant portion of
the year. Can you give examples of what you do on

your farm and its effect on your birds?

Y BIRD DENSITY: Both the indoor and outdoor sq
ft per bird requirements are at the lower end of the
humane certifications. Outdoor areas for broilers is
set at 1-1.25 sq ft per bird, for mature layers it is set
at about 1.5 sq ft per hen, and for pullets it is set at
about 1 sq ft per hen. Indoor areas for mature layers
is set at 1-1.5 sq ft per bird depending on the type of
housing and for broilers 1-1.25 sq ft per bird. The
actual numbers in the regulation are based upon the
average weight of the birds in the flock, so these
numbers are approximate. European standards
require approximately 42 sq ft per bird, but this can
be accomplished through repeated rotations in a
variety of areas over a full season, encouraging
producers to continually move their flocks. This
lessens parasite and disease problems, provides for
healthier vegetation, and protects soil and water
quality from the damage of overstocking. What
suggestions do you have for stocking rates and

forage management?

W SWINE TAIL DOCKING & NEEDLE TEETH
CLIPPING: Needle teeth clipping and tail docking in
pigs is not typically allowed in humane standards. In
this regulation, they are only allowed when
documented that “alternative steps to prevent harm
fail.” This area could be strengthened with more
descriptive wording to provide more space and
better living conditions which remove the need for
these alterations. Swine producers are encouraged
to provide further descriptions that have worked in

their operations.




% TEMPORARY CONFINEMENT OF YOUNG DAIRY
CALVES: Should young dairy calves be allowed to be
temporarily confined indoors for up to six months or
until weaned? There is an allowance for this, as long as
the calves can see, hear and smell other calves.
Youngstock benefit from being outdoors, especially
when seasonally appropriate. Should there be a

requirement for some outdoor access for these young

animals?

SIGN PETITION TO TELL USDA TO FINALIZE
ORGANIC LIVESTOCK & POULTRY STANDARDS
QUICKLY WITH SMALL IMPROVEMENTS

CERTIFIED

ORGANIC

Maine’s USDA Accredited

Organic Certifier ;
Certifying to all NOP [ eed Supplements fo
Scopes in Maine, NH and Swine, Goats, 5 heep, Horses,
Northeastern MA Chickens and miore!

ORGJ}PJ I.-C MO FGA

7 Certification Services

certlﬁcatmn'_' mofg'
mofgacertification.org -

25| ing thelEarthiand

Fertilizer Blends for vour
Farm & Garden

o 11I 3
LHC'J. ELH‘EU.- A H.%
FEED "lll'l'LL.H.I-..HTE':.
CALL FOR A COPFY OF CATRLOD:
B00-247-1566 | WWW. FERTRELL COM

The NOP has acknowledged that consumers will pay
more for livestock products where poultry are truly
outdoors as well as all species being managed under
humane requirements. Consumers deserve a speedy
implementation to lessen the current market
confusion and the profusion of labeling claims. The
organic label should consistently uphold consumer
expectations of healthy environmental and animal

production practices. Your voice is important to this

process! @

Harriet Behar, Sweet Springs Farm
(W1), is an organic farmer and has been
an organic inspector since 1989. She
serves on the Organic Farmers
Association Policy Committee and
Governing Council.

TRANSFORM
YOUR SLEEP.".

With a No-Compromise”
Certified Organic Mattress

e

o -

Indulge in the luxurious comfort
of sustainably harvested materials
like certified organic cotton

and wool. All with the peace of
mind that comes with knowing
MNaturepedic doesn't use flame
retardants or other harmful
materials found in polyurethane
foam mattresses. Choosing safer,
healthier sleep doesn't have to
come at the expense of your
comfort or the planet.

{attle.

Get 20% OFF with Code OFAZ20
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NATUREPEDIC
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https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/AMS-NOP-21-0073-0001
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/tell-usda-to-quickly-implement-organic-animal-welfare-standards-organic-livestock-poultry-standards-rule?source=direct_link&

00D €
“SPIRIT ¢

Eden Foods is a principled natural

food company working to provide
the best nourishment possible from
growers we know and trust.

@®

060000 dlinton, Michigan (888) 424-3336 cs@edenfoods.com edenfoods.com EDEN
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You’re connected to the soil.

Life insurance from Bluestone helps you protect your family, farm, soil and our planet.

Get a quote and free assessment from a Bluestone customer guide.

(OFA

ORGANIC FARMERS
ASSOCIATION

When you purchase life insurance
from Bluestone, you support the
Organic Farmers Association (OFA)

. With our complimentary benefit.

¥

Access an online NO COST WILL here. It's a small way to
thank you for growing a healthier future for us all.

Learn more at bluestonelife.com or call us at 802-428-4411.

bluestone. L1,
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Shawn Peebles

is an organic farmer located in Eastern Arkansas .
Before running his current organic farm, Shawn
farmed 7,000 acres of conventional corn and
soybeans on extremely tight margins that were
finally too much to sustain. In December 2017, he
was forced to sell all his farm equipment, and after
the sale, he was still under a blanket of farm debt.
Farming was in Shawn's genes, but he had just lost
everything he had been working for his whole adult
life. He knew he had to make a change if he was

going to be able to continue farming.

A fortuitous conversation with a family friend elder
organic farmer, Jody Taylor, at the local farm
supply store, changed his life. Taylor, hearing what
had happened to Shawn's farm, introduced the
idea of organic farming as the way of the future. He
pulled out a scratch piece of paper from his pocket
to show Shawn the current organic soybean and
corn commodity prices, which were double the
conventional prices. Shawn was shocked and began
to see the possibility of getting back into farming
and out of debt. Taylor ended up renting Shawn
200 organic acres to test organic corn and soybean
farming. He made more money that year than he
ever had conventionally. Shawn was convinced
organic management would offer him a strong

future in farming and made the switch.

A few years later Seneca Foods, one of the largest
processors of fruits and vegetables in the U.S,
discovered Shawn had organic land and asked him
to grow organic vegetables for them. The finances
were motivating and so he pivoted again,
diversifying his existing organic commodity farm to
include organic vegetables. Now Shawn farms

2,000 certified organic acres where he grows

millions of pounds of vegetables destined for processing

or directly to grocery stores: sweet potatoes, pumpkins,
black-eyed peas, green beans, squash, edamame, and
anything else a major processor wants in organic volumes.
Yet, expanding his business in this new direction was
difficult to near impossible within our traditional

agribusiness support network.

Shawn found that traditional agricultural lenders in the
mid-Mississippi Delta region did not understand large-
scale vegetable farming and were reluctant to finance the
equipment, transportation crates, land expansion, and
labor needed for diversified vegetable farming. This is
true in many other parts of the United States, where
agricultural lenders don't have the benchmarks or
historical data to assess risk for diversified cropping
systems. Many of the crops Shawn is interested in
growing (i.e., edamame) seem foreign to most agricultural
lenders, so they do not understand provided financials
and are reluctant to take on the risk with a loan. Because
finding traditional capital to expand his farm has been so

challenging, Shawn has
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created a workaround by requiring paid contracts with
his buyers before he puts crops in the ground. He
explains, “everything that we produce on this farm is
pre-contracted. Right now we grow Black Eyed Peas for
Eden Foods in Minnesota, we have a contract with AVS
for edamame, and one with Matthew’s Farm in Wynne,
Arkansas for sweet potatoes destined for Krogers and
Walmart - they market ‘em all over.” His processors
pay a down payment on the contract before seeds are
purchased and then the rest once the contracted crop is
harvested, essentially filling the role of a traditional

bank, supporting farmers throughout the season.

Shawn’s farm is now diversified with organic vegetables
and commodity grain crops and is financially successful.
He employs over 60 full-time employees and hundreds
more seasonal staff. During the peak season, he runs 24
hours, every day of the week. In his rural area, the
farm's business and the employees he supports are
essential contributors to the local economy and
demonstrate a successful model for how to repopulate
and revitalize rural Arkansas and rural areas across the
United States.

"...traditional agricultural
lenders in the mid-
Mississippi Delta region,
did not understand large-
scale vegetable farming
and were reluctant to

finance the equipment,
transportation crates, land
expansion, and labor
needed for diversified
vegetable farming."

Much of the area’s grocery stores carry produce grown
in California, but Arkansas can grow its own food and

provide produce for the broader region.

The mid-Delta region is excellent farmland with plenty

of water, good climate, fertile soil, and a




history of diversified vegetable production, that is until
the 1970s when farm policy and agricultural experts
began encouraging a transition to fence-row-to-fence-
row commodity crops. There used to be a thriving
vegetable economy when his dad was farming. Shawn
described, “if you go back 40 years ago, you had produce
companies all over the delta. Birdseye was here. They
were in Searcy ... We had another one, Bush Brothers -
Bush Baked Beans - they were in Blytheville. We were
all growing crops for them at those times, so it was very
diversified. Plus, every farmer raised watermelons in
this area. It was normal that if you were farming, you
had at least 100 acres of melons.” This region has the
potential to diversify again. Shawn has proved that the
land is a good fit for diversified organic vegetable
production. The pandemic has proven that we need
more local food and farming infrastructure. Shawn’s
farm success and the impact on the rural economy can
and should be used as a model for the upcoming farm
bill.

In the 1970s, Secretary of Agriculture Butz
destroyed much of the diversified farming practices
throughout the United States. The 2023 farm bill
gives our current Secretary of Agriculture, Tom
Vilsack, an opportunity to work with Congress to
create policies in the farm bill that are needed to
revitalize our local food infrastructure, increase
regional food security and sovereignty and support

independent diversified organic farm businesses. @

Kate Mendenhall is the Executive
Director of Organic Farmers
Association and runs Okoboji
Organics  diversified  organic
livestock farm in Northwest lowa.

Organic sweet potato field, sweet potato harvesting, and the final sweet potato from Peebles Organic farm in Augusta, Arkansas.
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Organic Seed The Northeast
Commons Organic Farming
| Association

A community of seed people.

Sowing ideas, growing what's good. - of Vermont &
Vermont Organic
Farmers supports

. OFA bringing

farmers’ voices

to the national
conversation.

Learn, connect, and grow at

organicseedcommons.org economically viable, ecologically sound. and 1-800-259-4769 neptunesharvest.com
sncla]ly]ust agneulluml syslem. FAMILY OWNED . MA

nofavL.org | vermonlorganic.org

Promoling organic practices Lo build an
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NODPA: The Independent
Producer Voice for
Organic Dairy Family Farms

NODPA provides education, resources,
advocacy and discussion for organic dairy
family farmers throughout the Northeast.

For more information about NODPA, NODPA
Field Days, Odairy discussions, what's
happening in Washington, and other

resources available for organic dairy family
farmers, visit www.NODPA.com

The integrity of the USDA
Organic Program isina
precarious position
The futures of organic family farms across
the country are at stake, but so is consumer
trust and the integrity of the organic seal.
Mo matter the miles between our dairies,
the challenges are the same. NODPA will
ensure there is consistent implementation of
organic regulations to ensure a fair and level
playing field for all dairies.

-

2z

GET THE BEST
PRICE FOR YOUR

ORGANIC GRAIN

TOA\RIVI

FAMILY €F OBRGANIC aul;puv umvunlnr.

BECOME A MEMBER

We negotiate for you!

EXPERIENCE THE
BENEFITS OF
MEMBERSHIP

OFARM.2005egmail.com
www.OFARM.org
785-337-2442

ALBERT

¢ LEA ¢,
\/ SEED ¥/
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Are you a
pasture-based farmer
seeking customers?

Ways to connect with interested people

through the Weston A. Price Foundation:

1. Contact our volunteer chapter leaders
near you to be added to their Local Food
Resource List (See the “Find Food/Local
Chapter” tab on our website).

2. Advertise in the foundation's journal
going to 13,000 members
("Get Involved" tah).

3. Dairy farmers advertise for free on
realmilk.com.

Contact us with questions about connecting
with health-conscious consumers.

5\ ~Zay Info@westonaprice.org
(703) 820-3333
: westonaprice.org

Viking Corn & Soybeans * Cover Crops * Forages * Small Grains

800.352.524/ | ALSEED.COM
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Organic
Farmers
Say Yes
to No-1T1ll

By Judith Redmond
Photo from Full Belly Farm
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One of the sternest rebukes to
the agricultural practice of
tilling the soil was published in
1943, in a book by Edward

Faulkner titled Plowman’s Folly:

“From one point of view, we
have been creating our own soil
problems merely for the
doubtful pleasure of solving
them... It can be said with
considerable truth that the use
of the plow has actually
destroyed the productiveness
of our soils.” Faulkner’s ideas
were considered mad by most

agriculturalists, but eventually

FEATURE

Time magazine called his
concept “one of the most
revolutionary ideas in
agriculture history” and today,
organic farmers are continuing
to travel that same

revolutionary path.




Faulkner died in 1964, at a time when he might have
observed some tentative adoption of reduced tillage
in corn, as new broad-spectrum, environmentally
damaging herbicides like Atrazine and 2,4-D became
available. Adoption of no-till practices in soybeans
and cotton has been rapid on conventional farms in
midwestern US states since 1990, closely associated
with the development of herbicide-tolerant
genetically modified crops that allow farmers to
replace fall tillage with multiple post-emergence

applications of herbicides in the spring.

Many benefits from no-till and reduced-till systems
have been reported in the scientific literature:
reduced soil compaction, improved soil structure, an
increase in soil organic matter in upper levels of the
soil profile, reduced soil erosion, increased soil-water
retention, fuel savings, and even labor savings
because it is cheap to apply herbicides compared to
the cost of up to 20 passes with the tractor that
might be employed in a typical tillage system in one

season.

While the use of organic mulches derived from crop
stubble and sometimes winter cover crops (the
essence of no-till systems) has become common in
the eastern and midwestern US, there has been less
adoption of no-till in the vegetable-growing centers
of California where the absence of suitable
equipment to operate on soil covered by organic
mulches is just one of many impediments. For thirty
years, Dr. Jeffrey Mitchell, Professor of Extension at
UC Davis, has been trying to expand the practice of
no-till for row crops in California through his
research and outreach. He has reported increases in
soil carbon under no-till mulches compared to
conventionally-tilled plots. This is the crux of yet
another much-touted benefit of no-till: It may help to

mitigate climate change by

sequestering carbon in the soil profile.

But what of the dependence on genetically modified
crops and synthetic herbicides in no-till? Innovative
scientists and organic farmers around the county are
mobilizing to develop no-till systems that can be used in
organic systems. Rodale Institute has been working on
this since the 1990s. Their redesign of the roller-crimper
was a breakthrough. Instead of using herbicides to
terminate the cover crop, their implement flattens the
cover crop, breaking the stems and creating a dense mat
of mulch. The Rodale invention led to the adoption of no-
till organic systems in thousands of acres of corn,

soybeans, orchards, and vineyards.

Dr. Mitchell got his hands on one of the Rodale roller-
crimper devices to see how it would work in California’s
organic row crops. Unfortunately, early efforts were
frustrating because grasses in the cover crops simply
popped back up even after multiple crimping passes. In
2018, a collaboration of farmers plus Dr. Mitchell and Dr.
Cynthia Daley of Chico State University received a USDA
Conservation Innovation Grant to support visionary on-

farm and farmer-led

Rodale Institute designed the roller-crimper in the 1990s to terminate a
cover crop by crimping the stem rather than terminating with herbicide.




efforts to develop no-till systems for organic
vegetables. The group, which together includes many
decades of experience growing organic row crops, is
an incredible band of dedicated innovators,
inventors, and think-out-of-the-box practitioners

who hold fast to organic and sustainability principles.

The three farms are Phil Foster Ranches (250-acres
of organic fruits and vegetables in San Juan
Bautista/Hollister), Park Farming Organics (1700-
acres of processing tomatoes, grains, beans and
vegetables in the Sacramento Valley), and Full Belly
Farm (400-acres of vegetables, fruits, nuts, grains
and flowers in the Sacramento Valley). They are
joined by Tom Willey of T&D Willey Farms who
recently wound up a forty-some-year organic
vegetable production career in the San Joaquin
Valley.The project adopted a pioneering structure in
that the farmers manage their own experiments and
consult with the researchers on the team to

document results and discuss challenges.

Recent experiments on Phil Foster’s farm responded
to the observation that many of the no-till organic
trials in the project had been lower yielding. The
group’s working explanation was that in wet
environments of the Midwest and Southeast where
no-till fields do not show a drop in yield, the crop
stubble left on the soil surface is breaking down and
passing nutrients into the soil. But in the arid west,
where most farmers are using drip irrigation, the
layer of mulch and compost was not breaking down,
in fact it was hoped that it might mulch the soil

sufficiently to prevent weed competition.

In the Foster Ranch experiment, flail-chopped cover

crop plus compost was left on the surface of
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Phil Foster operates two ranches near San Juan Bautista and Hollister,
California pictured in a field of cover crops. (Photo credit: Chico State
Center for Regenerative Agriculture)

ott an Ulla Park f Park Farming Organics farm 1,700 acres in Meridian,
CA with a team of 16 fulltime employees. Photo credit: Park Farming

r'. b

400 acre Full Belly Farm in Guinda, CA is run by six farm owners with the
help of 80-plus employees. Pictured right to left are owners Paul Muller, Dru
Rivers, Amon Muller, Jenna Muller, Judith Redmond (founding owner now
retired) and owner Andrew Brait. Not in the photo: owner Rye Muller.

Photo credit: Full Belly Farm.




Eco Farm's Dirt First! series hosted the project partners
in 2021 to share year 2 report findings. Click on the
video to learn about continued innovations in
reducing/eliminating tillage in field-scale organic
vegetable crops. Phil Foster Ranches, Full Belly Farm,
and Park Farming Organics discuss cover-crop biomass

digestion under plastic and weed barrier fabric,

o Q 9 : ca [y ! & b
seasonal grazing trials, novel equipment, and Paul Muller Scott Park Tom Will

hil Foster
investigation of fungal-to-bacterial ratios. They also
. . Y ESDAY, APRIL 6 P  pepisterSleammo
share research on the Carbon-to-Nitrogenratio's 00 - 1:30pm PT \E__E_(_l FARM eco-farm.o

influence on the long-term fate of carbon in farm soils. =

Click on the video to the left to watch Tom Willey's
August 2, 2022 presentation "To Till or Not to Till, That
is the Question," given at the 2022 Annual Conference
of the Soil and Water Conservation Society in Denver,
CO. Willey describes successes and challenges from
the no-till national Conservation Innovation Grant
(CIG) project

“To till, or not to till - that is the question”

The video on the right features Paul Muller from Full

Belly Farm describing his no-till management site
where they are trying to improve soil quality and
sequester more carbon. No-till management aligns
with Full Belly's goal to integrate farm production with
sustainable long-term environmental stewardship.
Achieving healthy soil is the foundation for the farm,
helping plants resist disease and pests as well as

supporting high nutrition.
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drip-irrigated beds and covered with plastic mulch.
The theory was that the cover crop would
decompose under these conditions, and more
nutrients would be available for the crop. In fact,
yields almost doubled compared with adjacent fields
treated similarly, but without plastic mulch. A full-
scale trial of this approach in 2021 also showed a
strong advantage for the use of plastic. When
qguestioned on the appropriateness of plastic in
organic agriculture, Mr. Willey replied, “I'm thinking
of the plastic as a proof of concept. We are at a
certain stage in our experiments and the plastics
seem to work. Soon we may move into biodegradable

row covers.”

Other experiments of no-till for organic row crop
production are taking place around the arid west. In
research reported by the non-profit Community
Alliance with Family Farmers, six small-scale farms
(less than five acres each) used a no-till system
developed by Singing Frogs Farms of northern
California, in which deep compost is used to mulch
crops. The approach was described as “accessible”
for new, small-scale farmers who might not have

access to tractors.

No-till broceoli planting at Full Belly Farm.

Foster Ranch trials demonstrated higher yield vine growth on top of the
plasticulture covering the cover crop (top). The plasticulture also aided
increased fungal activity to break down the cover crops (bottom).

These efforts by organic farmers to push the envelope
towards greater and greater levels of sustainability are
inspiring. As stated by Tom Willey, “Climate disruption
challenges agriculture to adopt greater reliance on
natural systems versus concentrated inputs that emit
larger amounts of greenhouse gases through
manufacture and use. It is of paramount importance that
we develop high-carbon soils with enhanced water
holding capacity and active microbial communities to

buffer the increased crop stress that climate change will

bring.” 0

Judith Redmond is a
founding owner, now retired,
of Full Belly Farm in Guinda,

CA. She was a founding
member of OFA and serves on
the OFA Governing Council
representing California organic
farmers.




Living Potting Soil
for Organic Growers
“Working with Vermont Compost’s
potting soil is a way to give back

to the earth. Their biologically
abundant soils help us grow
vibrant, high-quality seedlings that
are ready to co-create with the
land we steward.”

- Jennifer Salinetti
Woven Roots Farm,
Tyringham, MA
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vermontcompost.com = 802-223-6049

ONE-STOP
CERTIFICATION

YEARS

OF INTEGRITY

or

~GRASS FED
& Global Recognition & North America's Most Trusted Organic Certifier
& Unmatched inspection and evaluation team & Certification options for production to retail

& Affordable and Efficient

Eastern Regional Office Western Regional Office

P.0 Box 74, 2311 Elm Tree Road Box 100A, RR#3, 475 Valley Road
Pro=-Cert pr 0 - ce 0 rq Cambray, ON KOM 1EO Saskatoon, SK S7K 36
. Ph: 705-374-5602 :

Fax: 705-374-5604 :
Email: infoebo@pro-cert.org Email: info@pro-cert.org
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OEFFA IS HERE TO
HELP YOU SUCCEED!

BEGINNING FARMER SUPPORT - FARM
POLICY ADVOCACY - FAIR FARMS
PRACTICES - EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS

WE PROVIDE
LTI (9. VM 10 CERTIFIED ORGANIC
AND TRANSITIONING
FOOD AND OPERATIONS!

CROPS - LIVESTOCK - HANDLING FARM

LB U IIYINE ASSOCIATION
PLUS:
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE - INTEGRITY - FAIRNESS
MEMBER BENEFITS - FRIENDLY CUSTOMER SERVICE (614) 262-2022

OEFFA.ORG
SERVING OPERATIONS IN:

IL-IN-IA-KY-Mi-MO-NY
OH-PA-VA-WV-WI

usoa ) TOLEARN MORE, VISIT
CERTIFICATION.OEFFA.ORG

From the host of

The No-Till

Market Garden Podcast

Blue River:
Organic Seed
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STILL FARMER-LED.

STILL ROOTED IN ORGANIC.
g A A A e
Go Organic\
Sustainable Education Go'with Blue Rivert\ 'a';’ﬁT&Tﬁ&’?ﬁﬁl’igﬂlﬁfﬁiﬂ“ l
Serwcwelg:’[l)cl)essizlils now CORN - SOYBEANS —BEN HARTMAN, The Lean Farm

ALFALFA - FORAGES

\ PUBLISHING

INDEPENDENT
EMPLOYEE-OWNED

Learn more n

> MARBLESEED.OR
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http://www.oeffa.org/
http://www.mosesorganic.org/sign-up
http://www.chelseagreen.com/

CCOF is waiving application fees for
Organic Farmers Association members!
Visit www.ccof.ora/apply and use
discount code OFA2021.

Beautiful high brix Berries

Fresh fruit and vegetables have more flavor when the nutrient
pathways mobilize the full range of nutrients into the fruit.

And plants are more resilient to disease and pest pressure
when the soil is biclogically and nutritionally balanced.

Fish oil feeds beneficial fungi — which improve soil structure
and crop resilience.

Pacific Gro improves soil health and crop quality.
* Plant-available calcium

*  Amino acid nitrogen

s Carbon compounds from enzymatically
digested crab shell

m Organic strawberries grown in Oregon with Pacific Gro
Pacific Gro is produced from ocean-caught salmon
and enzymatically digested crab shell. Screened to

Sﬁﬁ‘fDD d 'fDY th LS O’LLw 150 mesh (100 microns) for ease of use in foliar, drip

and pivot imigation. www._pacificgro.com
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ORGANIC
FARMERS

PROFILES OF OFA
ORGANIC FARMERS

RAMONA TAMIYASU
TAMIYASU ORCHARDS, INC.
HOOD RIVER, OREGON

FARMSIZE: 70 acres farmland - 12 acres certified

organic; 30 acres forest

PRODUCTS: Tart cherries, dark sweet cherries, apricots,

plums, pluots, pears, apples, table greens, blueberries

YEAR CERTIFIED: 2004 by Oregon Tilth

Why did you become a farmer?
- I'm actually a licensed professional acupuncturist and
came back to the family farm when there was a death in
the family. My husband, Tom, and | were able to give it a go
at that time.

Why did you choose to be certified organic?

| wanted to convert to growing organic fruits because
being in the health profession, | wanted to have less
conventional sprays used around where we were raising
our son. At that time, customers also wanted to eat foods

that were grown organically certified.
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What are the toughest challenges you face as an
organic producer?

The toughest challenge is educating the public about
what "certified organic" means and that we still need to
spray our fruit trees, but just with sprays that are
acceptable by the certifying authorities in order to
bring the highest quality fruit to the buyer. We use an
integrated pest management system, monitoring for
pests, and only spraying when necessary, using organic

sprays.

How do you market your products?

We do farmers' market, online sales (local), wholesale

to stores, and private sales.

What are the most valuable lessons you've
learned since you started?

One valuable lesson is to grow things that you enjoy
growing and that is appropriate for the terrain,
weather, etc. Another valuable lesson is to do your
research and be thorough before even starting.

Apprentice if possible. It's the long game.

What is most rewarding about being an organic
farmer?

There are many rewards to being an organic farmer.
Among those things are getting close to nature and feeling
joy that you are connected to this wonderful earth,
fulfillment, and pride in growing some things you like to
eat, loving the whole process, and learning something
about another living thing as well as yourself. And of
course, feeling happy that you can eat the fruits, etc with

the skin on.

What is one thing that would help more Black,
Indigenous, Latinx, and Asian farmers transition
to organic?

The one thing that | think could help most conventional
farmers, including BIPOC, transition to organic farming
is becoming educated about how it can help the soil and
water and other natural resources (including our
pollinators) live and thrive without killing things

unnecessarily. Q
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Treffler, Unrivalled in-row mechanical weed control

- N
* Tines follow the contour of the field b= =
without increasing in pressure .’l"r <9
* Even tine pressure 3.5 oz-11lb. ool
e 2'7"-95' available working widths ! i
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TREFFLER Man@Machine

Promoter James L. Byers

+1 (223) 205-8171
treffler@manatmachine.com
www.OrganicMachinery.net

U.S. ORGANIC GRAININ

MEET THE OLSONS
Jonathan and Carolyn Olson live on the same farm Jonathan's
great-grandfather moved to in 1913, Their farm consists of 1100
acres on a three-crop rotation, raising corn, soybeans, small grains,
and occasionally some alfalfa near Cottonwood, Minnesota.

ORGANICTRANSITION

Jonathan and Carolyn started transitioning their farm into
organic production in 1998 after soybean buyers inquired whether
the food-grade soybeans they were raising were organic.
They spent two years researching before transitioning a 40-acre
field on a trial basis. By 2008, they were farming all of their
acres organically.

.I‘

GRATIFICATION
They enjoy working with Cargill and were excited to have another Minnesota company working
with organic farmers. Cargill recognizes the need for quality grains and traceability for end users
like Bell & Evans. The Olsons appreciate knowing where their organic grains are used and share

those stories with consumers.

USorganicgrain.com
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HyR BRIX

HEALTHY FERTILIZER

Healthier pasture means
healthier livestock.

Whether you’re grazing or baling, pastures
require critical nutrients to ensure livestock
receive maximum nutritional benefit.

“Since using HyR BRIX® All Natural &
Organic Pasture Fertilizer my cows are
producing more milk and the calves seem

to be stronger.” -Henry F.

HyR BRIX. Set your soil straight.

S

Call the HyR BRIX® office to order today. Available in 45 and

855-HyR-BRIX | HyRBRIX.com 2,000 pound sizes.

Client Testimonial

"From tender, direct seeded crops to taller, aia TOdd StileS

established transplants, the Ronnie Baugh has %
: LRl r
provided us versatility to manage weed control HERBS Farm Maintenance Manage

over our various medicinal herb and vegetable
species grown on the Gaia Herbs certified i Brevard, NC

organic farm. John & Kate

The ease of switching out implements and B -7
visibility available to the operator has gained our :
trust of dependability over hours and miles of

operation across various soil types, and its

lightweight footprint has enabled us to improve

our regenerative practices in reducing our soil
compaction efforts.

We have our eyes on expanding our fleet of
Ronnie Baugh tractors and look forward to trying
new implements related to sustainability
practices.

If anyone has any questions or needs : horace@cleberllc.com

assistance, we would be more than

happy to help. You can reach Todd ‘ ;
Stiles at 828-337-1116. Good luck and fON HORSE TRACTgR
good farming." N

(256) 655-8792

www.RonnieTractors.com
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http://www.hyrbrix.com/
http://www.ronnietractors.com/

Connection

Reach more local customers
who want to buy your
products. Food4All’s
easy-to-use platform allows
you to sell on-line or in person.

Discover a risk-free way to
expand your business and
start generating extra income.

Learn more at Food4All.com.

MFood4AII

Building healthy,
sustainable communities

SUPPORTING

ORGANIC

FOR MORE THAN

30 YEARS.

Looking for a certified organic
grocer? We’re here for you.

COMMUNITY
MARKETS

PCCMARKETS.COM
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SUSTAINABLE

AGRICULTURE

RESEARCH, EDUCATION
& POLICY

since 1954
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Visit our Farm Shop

featuring products
Straight from
our fieldS & orchards.
We are committed to
foStering Sustainability
on all levels...

ELDERBERRIES

e video lessons.
Get started & keep learning

to increase farm income.

JUNE 9 & 10, 2022
Comprehensive ElderBerry
Workshop at Stoney Creek Inn,
Columbia Missouri

Elderberry Improvement Project
www.riverhillsharvest.com

RIVER HEILL=
A K W E X T

Growing Growers since 2009


https://www.food4all.com/sell-food-online-csa-software/
http://www.michaelfields.org/
http://www.fullbellyfarm.com/
http://www.pccmarkets.com/
http://www.prairieroadorganic.co/
http://www.riverhillsharvest.com/

ORGANIC FARMERS ASSOCIATION
BUILDING A STRONG ORGANIC FARMER VOICE

PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION

Name (Primary Contact)

Farm Name:

Address:
City: State: Zip:
Mobile #: Other Phone:
Email: Email 2:
Website:

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
This Annual Membership is a: New Membership Renewal
MEMBERSHIP TYPE

Certified Organic Farmer Supporter Organization ($250)

ONE TIME GIFT This Annual Membership Option will expire in one year.

$25 $50 $75 $250 $500 Other$

Check here to Auto-renew so that your membership is always valid

MONTHLY PLEDGE This membership will ensure your membership is always current.

click to
JOIN

PAYMENT ONLINE

MEMBERSHIP
MAIL TO: Organic Farmers Association
DONATION PO BOX 709

Spirit Lake, 1A 51360

TOTAL

CREDIT CARD CHECK ENCLOSED (Payabe to: Organic Farmers Association)

CCi: Exp: / CVVit:

OFA is a 501(c)(5) nonprofit organization. Donations to OFA may be used for lobbying activities and do not qualify for charitable gift tax deduction. If you'd like charitable
gift tax deduction, you donate to OFA through our fiscal sponsor, Rodale Institute, a 501¢3 nonprofit. Your donation to OFA will be designated in a restricted fund & used for OFA
education work in line with Rodale Institute’'s charitable mission. Charitable donations are ONLY accepted by check. Checks must be made out to Rodale Institute, and include
“Organic Farmers Association” in the check’s Memo Line.


https://organicfarmersassociation.org/member-benefits/
https://organicfarmersassociation.org/member-benefits/
https://organicfarmersassociation.org/member-benefits/
https://organicfarmersassociation.org/member-benefits/
https://organicfarmersassociation.org/member-benefits/
https://organicfarmersassociation.org/member-benefits/
https://organicfarmersassociation.org/member-benefits/

